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POLL BOONOKE 200780
SIRE EVALUATION

NATIONAL SUPREME CHAMPION MARCH SHORN MERINO AT ADELAIDE

Poll Boonoke 240125 x PB200780
Photographed at Royal Adelaide Show 2025 with Angus Knox, Tom Lilburne and 

Show Judges Charlie Brumpton, Fraser House & Juan-Manuel Gonzalez.

Poll Boonoke 240125, an outstanding son of PB200780, was awarded 
the National Supreme Champion March Shorn Merino or Poll Merino 
Exhibit at the September 2025 Royal Adelaide Show, having earlier in 
the show been judged the Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Poll 
Ram and Grand Champion March Shorn Poll Merino Ram.

Weighing 134.5 kg and measuring EMD 46.1 and Fat 10.5 at 
Adelaide, PB240125 had a May 2025 fleece test of FD 19.3, SD 2.8, 
CV 14.7 and CF 99.6. His current fleece test results, sampled 25 May 
2026, are FD 20.1, SD 3.2, CV 16.1 and CF 99.6. Poll tested PP.

Retained as a Poll Boonoke Stud Sire, his first drop of lambs were 
recently tagged, Angus Munro reporting that they were impressive 
lambs for length of body and good bone. Blade shorn in March and 
returned to the Ramshed, PB240125 is available for inspection and 
has semen in storage.

Judged the Australian Supreme Merino Ram in 2022, we entered Poll 
Boonoke 200780 ‘Bill’ (photographed bottom left with Justin Campbell, 
Forbes Murdoch & Tom Lilburne) into the MerinoLink Bathurst 2024 Drop 
Sire Evaluation for further industry assessment, where he is one of 15 
sires used in the trial for the 2024 drop progeny measured.

There are currently 9 active Merino Sire Evaluation (MSE) sites operating 
nationally according to the requirements set by the Australian Merino Sire 
Evaluation Association (AMSEA). Sites are independently managed by a 
local committee who decide the breeding objectives and select the sires. 

We reported last year that the progeny of PB200780 had ranked in the 
top 4 for Weaning and Post Weaning Weight Adjusted Sire Means. The 
updated September 2025 Within Site Results Report indicates consistent 
performance, with his progeny’s Yearling Weight Adjusted Sire Mean  
also top 4.

The September 2025 Report includes Yearling Wool measurements that 
identify PB200780 as the trait leader for both GFW and CFW Adjusted Sire 
Means in the trial and has him well out in front for the evaluation’s GFW 
and CFW Flock Breeding Values, which are calculated from within site and 
within drop data. The Adjusted Sire Mean for his progeny’s fibre diameter 
was 16.5 micron.

In the AMSEA Indexes for the 15 Sires utilised in the Evaluation (which 
are the same as the MERINOSELECT Indexes except that they account 
for the fact that sire evaluation trials do not measure all trait information) 
PB200780 has the highest Wool Production and Sustainable Merino Index 
values and the second highest Merino Lamb Index. 

With a distinctive quality wool, that is repeated in his progeny,  
PB200780 has been a stand out sire for the Poll Boonoke Stud and  
semen is available. 

DISPLAYS IN 2026
If you would like to visit us on 

property to inspect our rams and 
see our breeding flocks in our 
paddocks please contact one 
of the Stud Team to make the 

arrangements, we would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss our 

genetics with you. We’ll also be 
displaying sheep on:

Fri 17 - Sun 19 July
Australian Sheep & Wool Show
Bendigo

Saturday 1 August
Nyngan Ag Expo
Nyngan Showground

Tue 11 - Wed 12 August
National Merino Sheep Show
Dubbo Showground

Wednesday 26 August
Riverina Sheep & Wool Expo
Conargo Sports Ground

Thursday 27 August 
AFA Pre Auction Ram Inspection
Boonoke Woolshed Yards

Tuesday 1 September
South West Slopes Stud  
Merino Breeders Field Day
Harden Showground

Wed 9 - Fri 11 September
Adelaide Royal Show
Adelaide Showground

Wednesday 16 September
ON PROPERTY RAM AUCTION 
‘BOONOKE’

From Thursday 17 September
Flock Ram Selections  
by Appointment
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Many are aware that the need to finalise the Estate of our business partner, Colin Bell, has compelled 
Lewis Bell, Andrew Bell and I to make the difficult decision to conclude our involvement with the 
Australian Food & Agriculture Company.

Our pastoral property journey began with the purchase of ‘Burrabogie’ at Hay in 1993 and, over the 
following 33 years, grew to encompass more than half a million acres with the addition of neighbouring 
properties at Hay, the acquisition of the F S Falkiner & Sons holding at Deniliquin and the purchase 
of country at Coonamble, which included Wingadee. The AFA business is without doubt our greatest 
investment, we have loved it and it saddens us to be stepping away. 

Throughout the sale process, our highest priority has been to identify suitable parties to embrace the 
stewardship of the AFA properties, the Merino Studs and the people who have been at the core of our 
business. We believe that we have achieved that outcome.

In December 2025 we settled on the sale of our Coonamble district properties to Malcom & Emily 
Harris of Cleveland Agriculture. Our Wingadee/Netherway operation was a perfect fit for their extensive 
agricultural undertakings, and both parties are delighted with the outcome. 

Settlement of our Riverina operations is expected mid-August 2026. Just as the Harris Family were 
an ideal buyer for our Coonamble properties, so too Ian & Camilla Shippen, and their Family, will be 
outstanding custodians of our Riverina properties and business when they acquire our shareholding 
in the Australian Food & Agriculture Company, encompassing the Hay and Deniliquin operations, and 
including the Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Merino Studs. The Shippen Family brings strong pastoral 
experience in the district, enormous energy and genuine passion for Merino breeding and wool 
production, and their AFA investment is very compatible with their existing pastoral pursuits. 

It is anticipated that Ian & Camilla will assume responsibility for the AFA business shortly before the 
upcoming ram selling season. Importantly, they have secured the ongoing support and involvement 
of the existing AFA Stud Team, ensuring that it will be business as usual for the Wanganella & Poll 
Boonoke Studs at this important time of the year. The Shippen Family will be hands-on owners, so 
there will be plenty of opportunities to meet them and I am sure you will appreciate their enthusiasm 
and commitment to their Merino business.

On behalf of Lewis & Andrew, I would like to thank everybody who has supported the Wanganella & 
Poll Boonoke Studs, and our broader AFA business. We are immensely proud to have returned these 
iconic Studs to industry prominence, guided by an extraordinarily dedicated and accomplished Merino 
Management Team. We wish the Shippen Family, the Merino Industry, and all those involved every 
success for the future.

ALASTAIR PROVAN
AFA CHAIRMAN

Extracted from MerinoLink Merino Sire 
Evaluation Site Report, 2024 Drop 
Yearling Assessement, Within-Site 
Results, September 2025

The graph describes performance 
for clean fleece weight (CFW) on the 
side axis and body weight (WT) on 
the bottom axis. Sires that are above 
average for fleece weight and above 
average for body weight are located in 
the top right hand quarter.

ITS TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE
Our Pre Auction Ram Inspection is a no fuss opportunity to scrutinise our auction lineup 
while they are in the classing race with plenty of space and time for inspection and the 
Stud Team on hand to talk things over. 

You are welcome to just come and have a look at the rams, or you can mark the catalogue 
up so you have your shortlist ready. If you are too busy to get to the auction you can bid 
online via StockLive with confidence. 

Rams will be in the Boonoke Woolshed Yards from 9.30 am on Thursday 27 August and 
we’ll have smoko and lunch there too. All welcome.

PRE AUCTION RAM INSPECTION THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 
BOONOKE WOOLSHED YARDS It is with deep sorrow that AFA wishes to 

acknowledge the passing of Craig Heath 
(Willandra Merino Stud), Ken McCrabb (Avenel 
Merino Stud) and Stuart Beveridge OAM (Wyuna 
Merino Stud). Three outstanding Men who 
have been lost to the Stud Merino Family in 
the last 12 months and whom we admired and 
appreciated as competitors, clients, neighbours 
and friends. Our most sincere sympathies are 
with their families and friends.

Sadly we farewelled the notable Poll Boonoke Stud Sire PB160612 last October, the 2016 
drop ram remaining robust and fertile right up until an injury took him out. Although outshone 
by his pen mate PB160536 in the show ring in 2017, 612 was to go on and become the 
Stud’s most influential sire to date. His prepotency; particularly in his distinctive muscling, 
excellent conformation and soft, white lustrous wool; also made him a prominent industry 
sire with 4,500 doses of semen sold both domestically and internationally, with many repeat 
buyers. In the Australian Merino Sire Evaluation Association’s September 2025 report on the 
“Top 20 High Use Sires – ASBVs for sires entered in Merino Superior Sires between 2020 
and 2024”, PB160612 rates in 4th place; with PB190678, PB200780 and PB160536 also 
making it into the top 20 listing. RIP PB160612.

It is likely that if you have purchased 2023 drop or older rams or ewes 
from the AFA Studs they will have an electronic tag that is not compliant 
with current NLIS eID requirements. We have utilised electronic tags for 
data management purposes for many years, but NLIS compliant tags  
were not available prior to the tagging of our 2024 drop lambs. With a 
deadline of 1 January 2027 in place for all sheep, no matter their age,  
to be identified with an NLIS eID device when being moved off a property,  
it will be important that you remove any non-compliant electronic tags 
before applying a post breeder NLIS eID tag. Our non compliant tags will 
NOT have the NLIS logo on them and can be removed, compliant tags will 
have the NLIS logo on them and cannot be removed.

Forbes Murdoch describes him as ‘a natural’; 
and Angus Knox certainly made the most of the 
opportunity to absorb all that he could from the Stud 
Management Team during his two years jackarooing 
with the AFA Studs. Coming to us in 2024 straight 
out of school, Angus demonstrated a keen interest in 
developing his understanding and appreciation of the 
qualities, characteristics, faults and merits of a Merino, 
and is an up and coming blade shearer. Testing his 
training, Angus put together his own impressive 
ribbon collection participating in Junior Judging 
competitions, including wins in the Agforce Merino 
Sheep Young Judges Final at the Blackall Show in 
2024 and the Senior Section Junior Judging, Senior 
Oral Presentation and Sheep Handler at the Rabobank 
National Merino Sheep Show in 2025. It was a pretty 
proud moment earlier this year when Angus was 
announced as the winner of the RAS/AgShows NSW 
Merino Sheep Young Judges NSW State Final at the 
2026 Sydney Royal Easter Show. Angus also had the 
honour of being invited to be an Associate Judge at 
the 2026 Hay Sheep Show. This year Angus moved 
to an Overseer role at AFA’s Hay district Livestock 
operation, where he will benefit from the experience of 
managing big numbers of commercial Merino sheep.

IN MEMORY

VALE POLL BOONOKE 160612

ELECTRONIC SHEEP TAGS

JUNIOR JUDGING CHAMPION – ANGUS KNOX

PB160612 – Photographed in 2020 as a 4 year old PB160612 – ‘A Favourite’, March 2025

Angus Knox – with the magnificent perpetual 
trophy for the Merino Sheep Young Judges 
Competition NSW State Final Champion at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show 2026

Justin Campbell had the great of honour of being invited to Judge at the prestigious 2026 Comodoro Rivadavia 
Sheep Exhibition in Argentina in early March. This is considered to be the most important Australian Merino 
genetics exhibition in the Americas and brings together prominent breeders, producers and professionals from 
across the region. A particularly intensive judging undertaking, Justin was impressed with the quality of the 
sheep that were lined up for him and as he wasn’t run out of town, must have got it about right.

This logo appears 
on all accredited 
NLIS eID tags.



Having already paraded in the Riverina Wool Australia Champion Hogget 
Merino Ram sash at the 2025 Hay Sheep Show, Poll Boonoke 240424 
(Sefton) made it back to back wins for Poll Boonoke in the Champion All 
Purpose Meat Merino class at the 2025 Australian Sheep & Wool Show 
in July. Sefton’s 2025 Champion ribbon matching up with the Champion 
Meat Merino ribbon that Poll Boonoke 231331 brought home in 2024.

Wanganella 242433 was the surprise package at Bendigo, his Wool 
and Meat Judges’ scores in the Australian Merino All Purpose Ram 
class giving him the Reserve Champion ribbon in this hotly contested 
competition.

A team of March shorn rams went to Dubbo in August 2025 for the 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show where the Wanganella trio of 
W242433, W240311 & W241731 beat their Poll Boonoke shed mates 
into second place to win the Elders Pen of Three March Shorn Rams 
ribbon. Poll Boonoke had previously won this ribbon in 2023 and 2024.

The good results continued for Wanganella at Dubbo when Wanganella 
240311 was judged the Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Ram, 
with the Reserve Champion Medium Wool March Shorn ribbon going to 
his mate Wanganella 241731.

Poll Boonoke displayed the Champion Fine/Medium Wool March Shorn 
Poll Ram with PB240515 and PB240424 (Sefton) was the Reserve 
Champion Strong Wool March Shorn Poll Ram.

PB240424 x PB210231 x PB160612  
Champion All Purpose Meat Merino 
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2025 
FD 20.7, SD 3.1, CV 15.0, CF 99.5, PP 
Held by Angus Knox

W242433 x W220573 
Reserve Champion Australian Merino 
All Purpose Ram 
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2025 
FD18.7, SD 2.8, CV 14.8, CF 99.8 
Held by Tom Charlton

Wanganella 242433, 240311 & 241731 
1st – Elders Pen of Three March Shorn Rams 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025

W240311 x W220310 x W200231 
Champion Medium Wool March Shorn 
Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025 
FD 20.7, SD 3.1, CV 14.9, CF 99.4 
Photographed with Justin Campbell  
& Angus Munro

W241731 x W220391 x W200231 
Reserve Champion Medium Wool 
March Shorn Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep 
Show 2025 
FD 17.9, SD 3.1, CV 17.3, CF 99.8 
Photographed with Angus Munro

PB240515 x PB190678 
Champion Fine/Medium Wool March 
Shorn Poll Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025 
FD 18.9, SD 2.9, CV 15.2, CF 99.8, PP

MORE 2025 SHOW RIBBONS MERINO ZEAL BUYING WANGANELLA & POLL BOONOKE RAMS IN 2026

Robyn Sweeney, Ro, Issy, Jack & Angus Munro and Reg 
Sweeney after their ‘Pinehurst’ ewes’ won the 2026 
Castlereagh Maiden Ewe Competition

Craig & Alexandra Sanderson, 
with Phoebe and Charlotte, and 
some ‘Westbourne’ ewes.

MacDonald Family’s 
‘Lilyveil’ Hogget Ewe 
Fleeces – Champion & 
Reserve Champion at 
2026 Blackall Show

Not all Merino Breeders are keen to get involved in the many Ewe 
Competitions, Wether Trials, Sheep Shows and Merino Breeding 
Groups that exist, but for those who do, there are plenty of 
benefits from meeting with ‘Merino People’ and sharing ideas and 
experiences. Assessing and comparing your sheep within a specified 
framework can also assist with future breeding and management 
decisions or even just confirm for you that everything is on track  
with your flock. 

There have been some good results for clients this year who have 
entered their sheep into flock competitions and trials, some of  
which follow. 

Congratulations to the Sweeney & Munro Families on their 
‘Pinehurst’ Flock’s 1st placing in the 2nd Annual Castlereagh 
Maiden Ewe Competition in March 2026. Poll Boonoke rams have 
been in use at ‘Pinehurst’ for 10 years. 

Grazing in the Tambo district, the Sanderson Family’s Wanganella 
blood ‘Westbourne’ flock has performed well at a couple of venues 
again this year. In the 2026 Elders Isisford Sheep & Wool Show 
Wether Trial Results, the ‘Westbourne’ entry in the Milk Teeth Pen 
of 5 Wethers placed 2nd, 12 cents behind the 1st placed flock. 
‘Westbourne’ also had the highest value carcase in the milk teeth 
class, while in the Open Class ‘Westbourne’ had the Heaviest 
Fleece and the Highest Value Fleece. At the 2026 Blackall Show, 
it was the ewes flying the flag for ‘Westbourne’, winning the 
Champion Pen of Long Wool Ewes before going on to be the Grand 
Champion Pen of Flock Merino Ewes. The Sanderson Family have 
been purchasing Wanganella rams for 15 years and their flock is 
classed by Chris Bowman. 

The Blackall district is renowned for its Merino sheep and wool 
production, so for the MacDonald Family it was quite a triumph when 
their ‘Lilyveil’ hogget ewe fleeces were judged to be the Champion 
and Reserve Champion Single Ewe Hogget Fleeces at the 2026 
Blackall Show. Their ‘Bloomfield’ ewes produced the fleeces that 
won the Pair of Strong Wool Fleeces at the 2026 Longreach Show. 
At the Barcaldine Show ‘Lilyveil’ won the Best Skirted Hoggets 
Fleece and the Flock Division Aggregate Trophy. Chris Bowman is 
the MacDonald Family’s Sheep Classer. 

The Gowing Family, of ‘Glenaras’, Ilfracombe, have one of the 
earliest established Poll Boonoke blood flocks. Their milk teeth 
entries in the Elders Isisford Sheep & Wool Show Wether Trial 2026 
produced the Heaviest Fleece and the Highest Value Fleece. At the 
2026 Longreach Show ‘Glenaras’ won the Unshorn Merino Lamb 
Class, with Scott & Sharon Counsell’s ‘Lyndon’ team placing 3rd.

George, Judy & Richard Gowing 
with the winning pen of ‘Glenaras’ 
Unshorn Merino Lambs at the 
2026 Longreach Show

Craig Sanderson (centre) with his Grand Champion Pen 
of Flock Merino Ewes at the 2026 Blackall Show and 
photographed with Tom Charlton (Associate Judge), Will 
Ringrose (Judge), Angus Munro (AFA Breeding Manager) 
and Dom Mohr (Head Steward, Flock Ewe Section, Barcoo 
Pastoral Show Society)

RAM SALE 2025  
5 STATES & $25,000 TOP 
In a precursor to our On Property Auction, Poll 
Boonoke Prime Ram PB241328 set the bar 
when he topped the Classings Classic 2025 
Merino Ram Sale at the Murray Bridge Racing 
Club on 1 September; Woodpark Pastoral 
Company, Jerilderie going to $21,000 to 
secure the meaty sire, and Meadow View Poll 
Stud taking a semen interest.

However, the top priced 2024 drop AFA Sale 
Ram title ultimately went to Poll Boonoke 
240515, Lot 1 in the AFA Ram Auction, 
who was purchased by Rodney Kent & Jade 
Lane for the Kurrajong Park Merino Stud at 
Delungra, NSW for $25,000 after discovering 
him at Dubbo and taking a shine to his wool 
quality and size. 

The top priced Wanganella ram W241731, 
purchased by Tony Inder for $8,000, went to 
his new home at the Allendale Merino Stud at 
Wellington, NSW.

Clearing 199 of the 200 rams offered in the 
AFA Ram Auction, buyers from 5 states pushed 
the AFA auction average to $3,241, which can 
be further broken down to a shedded average 
of $8,214 and a paddock average of $2,865. 

We are very appreciative of the support 
we received on auction day, and for our 
subsequent private flock ram selections and 
semen orders. Thank you to all Buyers, and 
Advisors, for your Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 
genetic purchases.

Top Priced Auction Ram - $25,000 
Poll Boonoke 240515 x PB190678 
FD 18.9, SD 2.9, CV 15.2, CF 99.8, 
EMD 43.5, FAT 6.5, PP 
Purchased by Kurrajong Park Poll Stud, Delungra, and 
photographed with Rodney Kent & Jade Lane (Kurrajong 
Park Stud) and Alastair Provan & Angus Knox (AFA)

Top Priced Wanganella Ram - $8,000 
Wanganella 241731 x W220391 
FD 17.9, SD 3.1, CV 17.3, CF 99.8, 
EMD 39.0, FAT 5.5 
Purchased by Allendale Merino Stud, Wellington and 
photographed with David Johnson (Nutrien) and Charlie 
Shingles & Angus Munro (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 2 - $13,000 
Poll Boonoke 240928 x PB221383 
FD 19.9, SD 2.9, CV 14.5, CF 99.9, 
EMD 38.5, FAT 6.0, PP 
Purchased by Mullengudgery Poll Stud, Nyngan and 
photographed with Manning Doughty & Tom Moxham 
(Mullengudgery Poll Stud) and Angus Knox (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 5 - $9,000 
Poll Boonoke 240134 x PB200780 
FD 20.0, SD 2.5, CV 12.2, CF 99.9, 
EMD 38.5, FAT 7.0, PP 
Purchased by JH & RG Banks, Blackall and 
photographed with Ben & Oona Banks (Springleigh 
Merinos) and Angus Munro & Alastair Provan (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 10 - $8,000 
Poll Boonoke 240975 x PB221447 
FD 18.2, SD 2.6, CV 14.1, CF 99.7, 
EMD 43.5, FAT 8.0, PP 
Purchased by Almondvale Poll 
Stud, Urana and photographed with 
Lachie, Paul, Dallas & Peter Routley 
(Almondvale Poll Stud) and Angus 
Munro (Almondvale Stud Classer)

AFA Auction Lot 3 - $6,000 
Poll Boonoke 241936 x PB200396 
FD 21.9, SD 3.3, CV 15.2, CF 99.1, 
EMD 37.5, FAT 6.5, PP 
Purchased by Gundarimbah Stud, Parkes 
and photographed with Chris Bowman 
(Gundarimbah Stud Classer) and Alastair 
Provan, Justin Campbell & Charlie 
Shingles (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 12 - $5,000 
Wanganella 240176 x W210014 
FD 19.6, SD 3.1, CV 15.7, CF 99.7,
EMD 41.5, FAT 6.5 
Purchased by Gundarimbah Stud, 
Parkes and photographed with Chris 
Bowman (Gundarimbah Stud Classer) 
and Alastair Provan, Justin Campbell 
& Angus Knox

Top Priced Ram – Classings Classic 
2025 Merino Ram Sale 
PB Prime 241328 x RA221671 
FD 18.4, SD 2.7, CV 14.7, CF 99.8,
EMD 44.0, FAT 7.0, PP 
Purchased by Owen, Helen & Doug 
Huggins, Woodpark Pastoral Co, 
Jerilderie with Simon Bahr of Meadow 
View Poll Stud taking a semen share

AFA RAM AUCTION
WEDNESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

50 WANGANELLA & 150 POLL BOONOKE
AT ‘BOONOKE’, CONARGO

INSPECTION FROM 9 AM, AUCTION AT 1 PM

PRIVATE SELECTION OF FLOCK GRADE RAMS
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FROM

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
FLOCK GRADE PRICES

$1900+GST, $1300+GST, $1000+GST

AUCTION AGENTS

Nutrien and Elders, Deniliquin will be the 
Agents in conjunction for the auction. Nutrien 
will settle the 2026 auction. Rams are 
auctioned at prices exclusive of GST, with GST 
added to the invoice. 

OUTSIDE AGENTS

A 3% rebate is offered to Outside Agents who 
advise the details of potential purchasers prior 
to 9 am on auction day to the Boonoke Office 
or the Auction Agents, and settle an auction 
ram purchase on behalf of that client within 
7 days. A 1% rebate is offered to Outside 
Agents who settle an auction ram purchase 
invoice on behalf of a client within 7 days. 

TOPPING UP

For Auction Buyers unable to secure their 
full ram requirement during the auction there 
will be a limited number of $1900+GST 
rams available after the auction to finalise 
orders. See one of the AFA Stud Team at the 
conclusion of the auction if you need to make 
a selection. 

PB PRIME RAMS

A specially bred Poll Boonoke family with an 
emphasis on carcase attributes, these non 
mulesed rams will be offered in the auction 
and in the flock grades.

SEMEN MARKETING RIGHTS 

Australian Food & Agriculture Company 
Limited retains 50% semen marketing rights 
from all Wanganella & Poll Boonoke rams 
sold either by auction or private treaty, unless 
otherwise varied by negotiation prior to sale. 

PRE AUCTION RAM INSPECTION

The AFA Auction Rams will be in the Boonoke 
Yards from 9.30 am on Thursday 27 August 
ready for inspection in the race. Contact 
one of the Stud Team If you need to make 
alternative inspection arrangements.

AUCTION CATALOGUE

An easy to print catalogue will be  
available online from 1 September.  
A printed catalogue booklet will be available 
on auction day. Contact Robyn at the  
Boonoke Office on 03 5884 6604 or email  
rsmith@austfood.com.au if you would like  
a copy of the catalogue forwarded to you.

AUCTION RAM VIDEOS

Auction Ram videos will be made available 
via YouTube; with links accessible on the 
AFA website and on StockLive. You can also 
contact the Boonoke Office to have video links 
forwarded directly to you.

ASBVs

Auction rams will be displayed with ASBVs 
sourced from the MerinoSelect 21 August 
2026 database analysis.

STOCKLIVE

StockLive will facilitate online buying at the 
AFA Ram Auction. Please ensure that you  
have established an account prior to the 
auction if you are considering bidding online. 
Contact StockLive at www.stocklive.com.au  
or 1300 259 742.

FLOCK GRADE RAM SELECTIONS

Private ram selection appointments will be 
available from Thursday 17 September 2026 
at the Boonoke Woolshed Yards. Appointments 
can be arranged by submitting a ram order 
form (an online option is available at  
austfood.com.au) or by contacting the Stud 
Team or the Boonoke Office with your ram 
requirements. We will confirm a selection 
appointment date and time with you. 

RAM DELIVERIES

We highly recommend that you take your rams 
home with you after the auction or a private 
selection, but for those who require it we will 
arrange district deliveries of rams and they will 
be delivered off shears.

HEALTH STATUS

The Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Merino Studs 
are Ovine Brucellosis Accredited Free Flocks 
and have an OJD MN3 Flock Status in the 
National Johne’s Disease Market Assurance 
Program. The Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 
Studs are Owner Declared Footrot Free.

SEMEN ORDERS

Semen is available from a selection of leading 
AFA Stud Sires. Contact one of the AFA Stud 
Team to discuss sire options. Semen orders 
can be placed online at austfood.com.au or 
the Team can forward an order form to you. 
The domestic semen price is $60+GST per 
dose plus semen despatch and freight costs. 
Minimum semen order of 50 doses. 



Having already paraded in the Riverina Wool Australia Champion Hogget 
Merino Ram sash at the 2025 Hay Sheep Show, Poll Boonoke 240424 
(Sefton) made it back to back wins for Poll Boonoke in the Champion All 
Purpose Meat Merino class at the 2025 Australian Sheep & Wool Show 
in July. Sefton’s 2025 Champion ribbon matching up with the Champion 
Meat Merino ribbon that Poll Boonoke 231331 brought home in 2024.

Wanganella 242433 was the surprise package at Bendigo, his Wool 
and Meat Judges’ scores in the Australian Merino All Purpose Ram 
class giving him the Reserve Champion ribbon in this hotly contested 
competition.

A team of March shorn rams went to Dubbo in August 2025 for the 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show where the Wanganella trio of 
W242433, W240311 & W241731 beat their Poll Boonoke shed mates 
into second place to win the Elders Pen of Three March Shorn Rams 
ribbon. Poll Boonoke had previously won this ribbon in 2023 and 2024.

The good results continued for Wanganella at Dubbo when Wanganella 
240311 was judged the Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Ram, 
with the Reserve Champion Medium Wool March Shorn ribbon going to 
his mate Wanganella 241731.

Poll Boonoke displayed the Champion Fine/Medium Wool March Shorn 
Poll Ram with PB240515 and PB240424 (Sefton) was the Reserve 
Champion Strong Wool March Shorn Poll Ram.

PB240424 x PB210231 x PB160612  
Champion All Purpose Meat Merino 
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2025 
FD 20.7, SD 3.1, CV 15.0, CF 99.5, PP 
Held by Angus Knox

W242433 x W220573 
Reserve Champion Australian Merino 
All Purpose Ram 
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2025 
FD18.7, SD 2.8, CV 14.8, CF 99.8 
Held by Tom Charlton

Wanganella 242433, 240311 & 241731 
1st – Elders Pen of Three March Shorn Rams 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025

W240311 x W220310 x W200231 
Champion Medium Wool March Shorn 
Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025 
FD 20.7, SD 3.1, CV 14.9, CF 99.4 
Photographed with Justin Campbell  
& Angus Munro

W241731 x W220391 x W200231 
Reserve Champion Medium Wool 
March Shorn Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep 
Show 2025 
FD 17.9, SD 3.1, CV 17.3, CF 99.8 
Photographed with Angus Munro

PB240515 x PB190678 
Champion Fine/Medium Wool March 
Shorn Poll Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025 
FD 18.9, SD 2.9, CV 15.2, CF 99.8, PP

MORE 2025 SHOW RIBBONS MERINO ZEAL BUYING WANGANELLA & POLL BOONOKE RAMS IN 2026

Robyn Sweeney, Ro, Issy, Jack & Angus Munro and Reg 
Sweeney after their ‘Pinehurst’ ewes’ won the 2026 
Castlereagh Maiden Ewe Competition

Craig & Alexandra Sanderson, 
with Phoebe and Charlotte, and 
some ‘Westbourne’ ewes.

MacDonald Family’s 
‘Lilyveil’ Hogget Ewe 
Fleeces – Champion & 
Reserve Champion at 
2026 Blackall Show

Not all Merino Breeders are keen to get involved in the many Ewe 
Competitions, Wether Trials, Sheep Shows and Merino Breeding 
Groups that exist, but for those who do, there are plenty of 
benefits from meeting with ‘Merino People’ and sharing ideas and 
experiences. Assessing and comparing your sheep within a specified 
framework can also assist with future breeding and management 
decisions or even just confirm for you that everything is on track  
with your flock. 

There have been some good results for clients this year who have 
entered their sheep into flock competitions and trials, some of  
which follow. 

Congratulations to the Sweeney & Munro Families on their 
‘Pinehurst’ Flock’s 1st placing in the 2nd Annual Castlereagh 
Maiden Ewe Competition in March 2026. Poll Boonoke rams have 
been in use at ‘Pinehurst’ for 10 years. 

Grazing in the Tambo district, the Sanderson Family’s Wanganella 
blood ‘Westbourne’ flock has performed well at a couple of venues 
again this year. In the 2026 Elders Isisford Sheep & Wool Show 
Wether Trial Results, the ‘Westbourne’ entry in the Milk Teeth Pen 
of 5 Wethers placed 2nd, 12 cents behind the 1st placed flock. 
‘Westbourne’ also had the highest value carcase in the milk teeth 
class, while in the Open Class ‘Westbourne’ had the Heaviest 
Fleece and the Highest Value Fleece. At the 2026 Blackall Show, 
it was the ewes flying the flag for ‘Westbourne’, winning the 
Champion Pen of Long Wool Ewes before going on to be the Grand 
Champion Pen of Flock Merino Ewes. The Sanderson Family have 
been purchasing Wanganella rams for 15 years and their flock is 
classed by Chris Bowman. 

The Blackall district is renowned for its Merino sheep and wool 
production, so for the MacDonald Family it was quite a triumph when 
their ‘Lilyveil’ hogget ewe fleeces were judged to be the Champion 
and Reserve Champion Single Ewe Hogget Fleeces at the 2026 
Blackall Show. Their ‘Bloomfield’ ewes produced the fleeces that 
won the Pair of Strong Wool Fleeces at the 2026 Longreach Show. 
At the Barcaldine Show ‘Lilyveil’ won the Best Skirted Hoggets 
Fleece and the Flock Division Aggregate Trophy. Chris Bowman is 
the MacDonald Family’s Sheep Classer. 

The Gowing Family, of ‘Glenaras’, Ilfracombe, have one of the 
earliest established Poll Boonoke blood flocks. Their milk teeth 
entries in the Elders Isisford Sheep & Wool Show Wether Trial 2026 
produced the Heaviest Fleece and the Highest Value Fleece. At the 
2026 Longreach Show ‘Glenaras’ won the Unshorn Merino Lamb 
Class, with Scott & Sharon Counsell’s ‘Lyndon’ team placing 3rd.

George, Judy & Richard Gowing 
with the winning pen of ‘Glenaras’ 
Unshorn Merino Lambs at the 
2026 Longreach Show

Craig Sanderson (centre) with his Grand Champion Pen 
of Flock Merino Ewes at the 2026 Blackall Show and 
photographed with Tom Charlton (Associate Judge), Will 
Ringrose (Judge), Angus Munro (AFA Breeding Manager) 
and Dom Mohr (Head Steward, Flock Ewe Section, Barcoo 
Pastoral Show Society)

RAM SALE 2025  
5 STATES & $25,000 TOP 
In a precursor to our On Property Auction, Poll 
Boonoke Prime Ram PB241328 set the bar 
when he topped the Classings Classic 2025 
Merino Ram Sale at the Murray Bridge Racing 
Club on 1 September; Woodpark Pastoral 
Company, Jerilderie going to $21,000 to 
secure the meaty sire, and Meadow View Poll 
Stud taking a semen interest.

However, the top priced 2024 drop AFA Sale 
Ram title ultimately went to Poll Boonoke 
240515, Lot 1 in the AFA Ram Auction, 
who was purchased by Rodney Kent & Jade 
Lane for the Kurrajong Park Merino Stud at 
Delungra, NSW for $25,000 after discovering 
him at Dubbo and taking a shine to his wool 
quality and size. 

The top priced Wanganella ram W241731, 
purchased by Tony Inder for $8,000, went to 
his new home at the Allendale Merino Stud at 
Wellington, NSW.

Clearing 199 of the 200 rams offered in the 
AFA Ram Auction, buyers from 5 states pushed 
the AFA auction average to $3,241, which can 
be further broken down to a shedded average 
of $8,214 and a paddock average of $2,865. 

We are very appreciative of the support 
we received on auction day, and for our 
subsequent private flock ram selections and 
semen orders. Thank you to all Buyers, and 
Advisors, for your Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 
genetic purchases.

Top Priced Auction Ram - $25,000 
Poll Boonoke 240515 x PB190678 
FD 18.9, SD 2.9, CV 15.2, CF 99.8, 
EMD 43.5, FAT 6.5, PP 
Purchased by Kurrajong Park Poll Stud, Delungra, and 
photographed with Rodney Kent & Jade Lane (Kurrajong 
Park Stud) and Alastair Provan & Angus Knox (AFA)

Top Priced Wanganella Ram - $8,000 
Wanganella 241731 x W220391 
FD 17.9, SD 3.1, CV 17.3, CF 99.8, 
EMD 39.0, FAT 5.5 
Purchased by Allendale Merino Stud, Wellington and 
photographed with David Johnson (Nutrien) and Charlie 
Shingles & Angus Munro (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 2 - $13,000 
Poll Boonoke 240928 x PB221383 
FD 19.9, SD 2.9, CV 14.5, CF 99.9, 
EMD 38.5, FAT 6.0, PP 
Purchased by Mullengudgery Poll Stud, Nyngan and 
photographed with Manning Doughty & Tom Moxham 
(Mullengudgery Poll Stud) and Angus Knox (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 5 - $9,000 
Poll Boonoke 240134 x PB200780 
FD 20.0, SD 2.5, CV 12.2, CF 99.9, 
EMD 38.5, FAT 7.0, PP 
Purchased by JH & RG Banks, Blackall and 
photographed with Ben & Oona Banks (Springleigh 
Merinos) and Angus Munro & Alastair Provan (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 10 - $8,000 
Poll Boonoke 240975 x PB221447 
FD 18.2, SD 2.6, CV 14.1, CF 99.7, 
EMD 43.5, FAT 8.0, PP 
Purchased by Almondvale Poll 
Stud, Urana and photographed with 
Lachie, Paul, Dallas & Peter Routley 
(Almondvale Poll Stud) and Angus 
Munro (Almondvale Stud Classer)

AFA Auction Lot 3 - $6,000 
Poll Boonoke 241936 x PB200396 
FD 21.9, SD 3.3, CV 15.2, CF 99.1, 
EMD 37.5, FAT 6.5, PP 
Purchased by Gundarimbah Stud, Parkes 
and photographed with Chris Bowman 
(Gundarimbah Stud Classer) and Alastair 
Provan, Justin Campbell & Charlie 
Shingles (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 12 - $5,000 
Wanganella 240176 x W210014 
FD 19.6, SD 3.1, CV 15.7, CF 99.7,
EMD 41.5, FAT 6.5 
Purchased by Gundarimbah Stud, 
Parkes and photographed with Chris 
Bowman (Gundarimbah Stud Classer) 
and Alastair Provan, Justin Campbell 
& Angus Knox

Top Priced Ram – Classings Classic 
2025 Merino Ram Sale 
PB Prime 241328 x RA221671 
FD 18.4, SD 2.7, CV 14.7, CF 99.8,
EMD 44.0, FAT 7.0, PP 
Purchased by Owen, Helen & Doug 
Huggins, Woodpark Pastoral Co, 
Jerilderie with Simon Bahr of Meadow 
View Poll Stud taking a semen share

AFA RAM AUCTION
WEDNESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

50 WANGANELLA & 150 POLL BOONOKE
AT ‘BOONOKE’, CONARGO

INSPECTION FROM 9 AM, AUCTION AT 1 PM

PRIVATE SELECTION OF FLOCK GRADE RAMS
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FROM

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
FLOCK GRADE PRICES

$1900+GST, $1300+GST, $1000+GST

AUCTION AGENTS

Nutrien and Elders, Deniliquin will be the 
Agents in conjunction for the auction. Nutrien 
will settle the 2026 auction. Rams are 
auctioned at prices exclusive of GST, with GST 
added to the invoice. 

OUTSIDE AGENTS

A 3% rebate is offered to Outside Agents who 
advise the details of potential purchasers prior 
to 9 am on auction day to the Boonoke Office 
or the Auction Agents, and settle an auction 
ram purchase on behalf of that client within 
7 days. A 1% rebate is offered to Outside 
Agents who settle an auction ram purchase 
invoice on behalf of a client within 7 days. 

TOPPING UP

For Auction Buyers unable to secure their 
full ram requirement during the auction there 
will be a limited number of $1900+GST 
rams available after the auction to finalise 
orders. See one of the AFA Stud Team at the 
conclusion of the auction if you need to make 
a selection. 

PB PRIME RAMS

A specially bred Poll Boonoke family with an 
emphasis on carcase attributes, these non 
mulesed rams will be offered in the auction 
and in the flock grades.

SEMEN MARKETING RIGHTS 

Australian Food & Agriculture Company 
Limited retains 50% semen marketing rights 
from all Wanganella & Poll Boonoke rams 
sold either by auction or private treaty, unless 
otherwise varied by negotiation prior to sale. 

PRE AUCTION RAM INSPECTION

The AFA Auction Rams will be in the Boonoke 
Yards from 9.30 am on Thursday 27 August 
ready for inspection in the race. Contact 
one of the Stud Team If you need to make 
alternative inspection arrangements.

AUCTION CATALOGUE

An easy to print catalogue will be  
available online from 1 September.  
A printed catalogue booklet will be available 
on auction day. Contact Robyn at the  
Boonoke Office on 03 5884 6604 or email  
rsmith@austfood.com.au if you would like  
a copy of the catalogue forwarded to you.

AUCTION RAM VIDEOS

Auction Ram videos will be made available 
via YouTube; with links accessible on the 
AFA website and on StockLive. You can also 
contact the Boonoke Office to have video links 
forwarded directly to you.

ASBVs

Auction rams will be displayed with ASBVs 
sourced from the MerinoSelect 21 August 
2026 database analysis.

STOCKLIVE

StockLive will facilitate online buying at the 
AFA Ram Auction. Please ensure that you  
have established an account prior to the 
auction if you are considering bidding online. 
Contact StockLive at www.stocklive.com.au  
or 1300 259 742.

FLOCK GRADE RAM SELECTIONS

Private ram selection appointments will be 
available from Thursday 17 September 2026 
at the Boonoke Woolshed Yards. Appointments 
can be arranged by submitting a ram order 
form (an online option is available at  
austfood.com.au) or by contacting the Stud 
Team or the Boonoke Office with your ram 
requirements. We will confirm a selection 
appointment date and time with you. 

RAM DELIVERIES

We highly recommend that you take your rams 
home with you after the auction or a private 
selection, but for those who require it we will 
arrange district deliveries of rams and they will 
be delivered off shears.

HEALTH STATUS

The Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Merino Studs 
are Ovine Brucellosis Accredited Free Flocks 
and have an OJD MN3 Flock Status in the 
National Johne’s Disease Market Assurance 
Program. The Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 
Studs are Owner Declared Footrot Free.

SEMEN ORDERS

Semen is available from a selection of leading 
AFA Stud Sires. Contact one of the AFA Stud 
Team to discuss sire options. Semen orders 
can be placed online at austfood.com.au or 
the Team can forward an order form to you. 
The domestic semen price is $60+GST per 
dose plus semen despatch and freight costs. 
Minimum semen order of 50 doses. 



Having already paraded in the Riverina Wool Australia Champion Hogget 
Merino Ram sash at the 2025 Hay Sheep Show, Poll Boonoke 240424 
(Sefton) made it back to back wins for Poll Boonoke in the Champion All 
Purpose Meat Merino class at the 2025 Australian Sheep & Wool Show 
in July. Sefton’s 2025 Champion ribbon matching up with the Champion 
Meat Merino ribbon that Poll Boonoke 231331 brought home in 2024.

Wanganella 242433 was the surprise package at Bendigo, his Wool 
and Meat Judges’ scores in the Australian Merino All Purpose Ram 
class giving him the Reserve Champion ribbon in this hotly contested 
competition.

A team of March shorn rams went to Dubbo in August 2025 for the 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show where the Wanganella trio of 
W242433, W240311 & W241731 beat their Poll Boonoke shed mates 
into second place to win the Elders Pen of Three March Shorn Rams 
ribbon. Poll Boonoke had previously won this ribbon in 2023 and 2024.

The good results continued for Wanganella at Dubbo when Wanganella 
240311 was judged the Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Ram, 
with the Reserve Champion Medium Wool March Shorn ribbon going to 
his mate Wanganella 241731.

Poll Boonoke displayed the Champion Fine/Medium Wool March Shorn 
Poll Ram with PB240515 and PB240424 (Sefton) was the Reserve 
Champion Strong Wool March Shorn Poll Ram.

PB240424 x PB210231 x PB160612  
Champion All Purpose Meat Merino 
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2025 
FD 20.7, SD 3.1, CV 15.0, CF 99.5, PP 
Held by Angus Knox

W242433 x W220573 
Reserve Champion Australian Merino 
All Purpose Ram 
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2025 
FD18.7, SD 2.8, CV 14.8, CF 99.8 
Held by Tom Charlton

Wanganella 242433, 240311 & 241731 
1st – Elders Pen of Three March Shorn Rams 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025

W240311 x W220310 x W200231 
Champion Medium Wool March Shorn 
Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025 
FD 20.7, SD 3.1, CV 14.9, CF 99.4 
Photographed with Justin Campbell  
& Angus Munro

W241731 x W220391 x W200231 
Reserve Champion Medium Wool 
March Shorn Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep 
Show 2025 
FD 17.9, SD 3.1, CV 17.3, CF 99.8 
Photographed with Angus Munro

PB240515 x PB190678 
Champion Fine/Medium Wool March 
Shorn Poll Merino Ram 
Rabobank National Merino Sheep Show 2025 
FD 18.9, SD 2.9, CV 15.2, CF 99.8, PP

MORE 2025 SHOW RIBBONS MERINO ZEAL BUYING WANGANELLA & POLL BOONOKE RAMS IN 2026

Robyn Sweeney, Ro, Issy, Jack & Angus Munro and Reg 
Sweeney after their ‘Pinehurst’ ewes’ won the 2026 
Castlereagh Maiden Ewe Competition

Craig & Alexandra Sanderson, 
with Phoebe and Charlotte, and 
some ‘Westbourne’ ewes.

MacDonald Family’s 
‘Lilyveil’ Hogget Ewe 
Fleeces – Champion & 
Reserve Champion at 
2026 Blackall Show

Not all Merino Breeders are keen to get involved in the many Ewe 
Competitions, Wether Trials, Sheep Shows and Merino Breeding 
Groups that exist, but for those who do, there are plenty of 
benefits from meeting with ‘Merino People’ and sharing ideas and 
experiences. Assessing and comparing your sheep within a specified 
framework can also assist with future breeding and management 
decisions or even just confirm for you that everything is on track  
with your flock. 

There have been some good results for clients this year who have 
entered their sheep into flock competitions and trials, some of  
which follow. 

Congratulations to the Sweeney & Munro Families on their 
‘Pinehurst’ Flock’s 1st placing in the 2nd Annual Castlereagh 
Maiden Ewe Competition in March 2026. Poll Boonoke rams have 
been in use at ‘Pinehurst’ for 10 years. 

Grazing in the Tambo district, the Sanderson Family’s Wanganella 
blood ‘Westbourne’ flock has performed well at a couple of venues 
again this year. In the 2026 Elders Isisford Sheep & Wool Show 
Wether Trial Results, the ‘Westbourne’ entry in the Milk Teeth Pen 
of 5 Wethers placed 2nd, 12 cents behind the 1st placed flock. 
‘Westbourne’ also had the highest value carcase in the milk teeth 
class, while in the Open Class ‘Westbourne’ had the Heaviest 
Fleece and the Highest Value Fleece. At the 2026 Blackall Show, 
it was the ewes flying the flag for ‘Westbourne’, winning the 
Champion Pen of Long Wool Ewes before going on to be the Grand 
Champion Pen of Flock Merino Ewes. The Sanderson Family have 
been purchasing Wanganella rams for 15 years and their flock is 
classed by Chris Bowman. 

The Blackall district is renowned for its Merino sheep and wool 
production, so for the MacDonald Family it was quite a triumph when 
their ‘Lilyveil’ hogget ewe fleeces were judged to be the Champion 
and Reserve Champion Single Ewe Hogget Fleeces at the 2026 
Blackall Show. Their ‘Bloomfield’ ewes produced the fleeces that 
won the Pair of Strong Wool Fleeces at the 2026 Longreach Show. 
At the Barcaldine Show ‘Lilyveil’ won the Best Skirted Hoggets 
Fleece and the Flock Division Aggregate Trophy. Chris Bowman is 
the MacDonald Family’s Sheep Classer. 

The Gowing Family, of ‘Glenaras’, Ilfracombe, have one of the 
earliest established Poll Boonoke blood flocks. Their milk teeth 
entries in the Elders Isisford Sheep & Wool Show Wether Trial 2026 
produced the Heaviest Fleece and the Highest Value Fleece. At the 
2026 Longreach Show ‘Glenaras’ won the Unshorn Merino Lamb 
Class, with Scott & Sharon Counsell’s ‘Lyndon’ team placing 3rd.

George, Judy & Richard Gowing 
with the winning pen of ‘Glenaras’ 
Unshorn Merino Lambs at the 
2026 Longreach Show

Craig Sanderson (centre) with his Grand Champion Pen 
of Flock Merino Ewes at the 2026 Blackall Show and 
photographed with Tom Charlton (Associate Judge), Will 
Ringrose (Judge), Angus Munro (AFA Breeding Manager) 
and Dom Mohr (Head Steward, Flock Ewe Section, Barcoo 
Pastoral Show Society)

RAM SALE 2025  
5 STATES & $25,000 TOP 
In a precursor to our On Property Auction, Poll 
Boonoke Prime Ram PB241328 set the bar 
when he topped the Classings Classic 2025 
Merino Ram Sale at the Murray Bridge Racing 
Club on 1 September; Woodpark Pastoral 
Company, Jerilderie going to $21,000 to 
secure the meaty sire, and Meadow View Poll 
Stud taking a semen interest.

However, the top priced 2024 drop AFA Sale 
Ram title ultimately went to Poll Boonoke 
240515, Lot 1 in the AFA Ram Auction, 
who was purchased by Rodney Kent & Jade 
Lane for the Kurrajong Park Merino Stud at 
Delungra, NSW for $25,000 after discovering 
him at Dubbo and taking a shine to his wool 
quality and size. 

The top priced Wanganella ram W241731, 
purchased by Tony Inder for $8,000, went to 
his new home at the Allendale Merino Stud at 
Wellington, NSW.

Clearing 199 of the 200 rams offered in the 
AFA Ram Auction, buyers from 5 states pushed 
the AFA auction average to $3,241, which can 
be further broken down to a shedded average 
of $8,214 and a paddock average of $2,865. 

We are very appreciative of the support 
we received on auction day, and for our 
subsequent private flock ram selections and 
semen orders. Thank you to all Buyers, and 
Advisors, for your Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 
genetic purchases.

Top Priced Auction Ram - $25,000 
Poll Boonoke 240515 x PB190678 
FD 18.9, SD 2.9, CV 15.2, CF 99.8, 
EMD 43.5, FAT 6.5, PP 
Purchased by Kurrajong Park Poll Stud, Delungra, and 
photographed with Rodney Kent & Jade Lane (Kurrajong 
Park Stud) and Alastair Provan & Angus Knox (AFA)

Top Priced Wanganella Ram - $8,000 
Wanganella 241731 x W220391 
FD 17.9, SD 3.1, CV 17.3, CF 99.8, 
EMD 39.0, FAT 5.5 
Purchased by Allendale Merino Stud, Wellington and 
photographed with David Johnson (Nutrien) and Charlie 
Shingles & Angus Munro (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 2 - $13,000 
Poll Boonoke 240928 x PB221383 
FD 19.9, SD 2.9, CV 14.5, CF 99.9, 
EMD 38.5, FAT 6.0, PP 
Purchased by Mullengudgery Poll Stud, Nyngan and 
photographed with Manning Doughty & Tom Moxham 
(Mullengudgery Poll Stud) and Angus Knox (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 5 - $9,000 
Poll Boonoke 240134 x PB200780 
FD 20.0, SD 2.5, CV 12.2, CF 99.9, 
EMD 38.5, FAT 7.0, PP 
Purchased by JH & RG Banks, Blackall and 
photographed with Ben & Oona Banks (Springleigh 
Merinos) and Angus Munro & Alastair Provan (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 10 - $8,000 
Poll Boonoke 240975 x PB221447 
FD 18.2, SD 2.6, CV 14.1, CF 99.7, 
EMD 43.5, FAT 8.0, PP 
Purchased by Almondvale Poll 
Stud, Urana and photographed with 
Lachie, Paul, Dallas & Peter Routley 
(Almondvale Poll Stud) and Angus 
Munro (Almondvale Stud Classer)

AFA Auction Lot 3 - $6,000 
Poll Boonoke 241936 x PB200396 
FD 21.9, SD 3.3, CV 15.2, CF 99.1, 
EMD 37.5, FAT 6.5, PP 
Purchased by Gundarimbah Stud, Parkes 
and photographed with Chris Bowman 
(Gundarimbah Stud Classer) and Alastair 
Provan, Justin Campbell & Charlie 
Shingles (AFA)

AFA Auction Lot 12 - $5,000 
Wanganella 240176 x W210014 
FD 19.6, SD 3.1, CV 15.7, CF 99.7,
EMD 41.5, FAT 6.5 
Purchased by Gundarimbah Stud, 
Parkes and photographed with Chris 
Bowman (Gundarimbah Stud Classer) 
and Alastair Provan, Justin Campbell 
& Angus Knox

Top Priced Ram – Classings Classic 
2025 Merino Ram Sale 
PB Prime 241328 x RA221671 
FD 18.4, SD 2.7, CV 14.7, CF 99.8,
EMD 44.0, FAT 7.0, PP 
Purchased by Owen, Helen & Doug 
Huggins, Woodpark Pastoral Co, 
Jerilderie with Simon Bahr of Meadow 
View Poll Stud taking a semen share

AFA RAM AUCTION
WEDNESDAY 16 SEPTEMBER

50 WANGANELLA & 150 POLL BOONOKE
AT ‘BOONOKE’, CONARGO

INSPECTION FROM 9 AM, AUCTION AT 1 PM

PRIVATE SELECTION OF FLOCK GRADE RAMS
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FROM

THURSDAY 17 SEPTEMBER
FLOCK GRADE PRICES

$1900+GST, $1300+GST, $1000+GST

AUCTION AGENTS

Nutrien and Elders, Deniliquin will be the 
Agents in conjunction for the auction. Nutrien 
will settle the 2026 auction. Rams are 
auctioned at prices exclusive of GST, with GST 
added to the invoice. 

OUTSIDE AGENTS

A 3% rebate is offered to Outside Agents who 
advise the details of potential purchasers prior 
to 9 am on auction day to the Boonoke Office 
or the Auction Agents, and settle an auction 
ram purchase on behalf of that client within 
7 days. A 1% rebate is offered to Outside 
Agents who settle an auction ram purchase 
invoice on behalf of a client within 7 days. 

TOPPING UP

For Auction Buyers unable to secure their 
full ram requirement during the auction there 
will be a limited number of $1900+GST 
rams available after the auction to finalise 
orders. See one of the AFA Stud Team at the 
conclusion of the auction if you need to make 
a selection. 

PB PRIME RAMS

A specially bred Poll Boonoke family with an 
emphasis on carcase attributes, these non 
mulesed rams will be offered in the auction 
and in the flock grades.

SEMEN MARKETING RIGHTS 

Australian Food & Agriculture Company 
Limited retains 50% semen marketing rights 
from all Wanganella & Poll Boonoke rams 
sold either by auction or private treaty, unless 
otherwise varied by negotiation prior to sale. 

PRE AUCTION RAM INSPECTION

The AFA Auction Rams will be in the Boonoke 
Yards from 9.30 am on Thursday 27 August 
ready for inspection in the race. Contact 
one of the Stud Team If you need to make 
alternative inspection arrangements.

AUCTION CATALOGUE

An easy to print catalogue will be  
available online from 1 September.  
A printed catalogue booklet will be available 
on auction day. Contact Robyn at the  
Boonoke Office on 03 5884 6604 or email  
rsmith@austfood.com.au if you would like  
a copy of the catalogue forwarded to you.

AUCTION RAM VIDEOS

Auction Ram videos will be made available 
via YouTube; with links accessible on the 
AFA website and on StockLive. You can also 
contact the Boonoke Office to have video links 
forwarded directly to you.

ASBVs

Auction rams will be displayed with ASBVs 
sourced from the MerinoSelect 21 August 
2026 database analysis.

STOCKLIVE

StockLive will facilitate online buying at the 
AFA Ram Auction. Please ensure that you  
have established an account prior to the 
auction if you are considering bidding online. 
Contact StockLive at www.stocklive.com.au  
or 1300 259 742.

FLOCK GRADE RAM SELECTIONS

Private ram selection appointments will be 
available from Thursday 17 September 2026 
at the Boonoke Woolshed Yards. Appointments 
can be arranged by submitting a ram order 
form (an online option is available at  
austfood.com.au) or by contacting the Stud 
Team or the Boonoke Office with your ram 
requirements. We will confirm a selection 
appointment date and time with you. 

RAM DELIVERIES

We highly recommend that you take your rams 
home with you after the auction or a private 
selection, but for those who require it we will 
arrange district deliveries of rams and they will 
be delivered off shears.

HEALTH STATUS

The Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Merino Studs 
are Ovine Brucellosis Accredited Free Flocks 
and have an OJD MN3 Flock Status in the 
National Johne’s Disease Market Assurance 
Program. The Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 
Studs are Owner Declared Footrot Free.

SEMEN ORDERS

Semen is available from a selection of leading 
AFA Stud Sires. Contact one of the AFA Stud 
Team to discuss sire options. Semen orders 
can be placed online at austfood.com.au or 
the Team can forward an order form to you. 
The domestic semen price is $60+GST per 
dose plus semen despatch and freight costs. 
Minimum semen order of 50 doses. 
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POLL BOONOKE 200780
SIRE EVALUATION

NATIONAL SUPREME CHAMPION MARCH SHORN MERINO AT ADELAIDE

Poll Boonoke 240125 x PB200780
Photographed at Royal Adelaide Show 2025 with Angus Knox, Tom Lilburne and 

Show Judges Charlie Brumpton, Fraser House & Juan-Manuel Gonzalez.

Poll Boonoke 240125, an outstanding son of PB200780, was awarded 
the National Supreme Champion March Shorn Merino or Poll Merino 
Exhibit at the September 2025 Royal Adelaide Show, having earlier in 
the show been judged the Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Poll 
Ram and Grand Champion March Shorn Poll Merino Ram.

Weighing 134.5 kg and measuring EMD 46.1 and Fat 10.5 at 
Adelaide, PB240125 had a May 2025 fleece test of FD 19.3, SD 2.8, 
CV 14.7 and CF 99.6. His current fleece test results, sampled 25 May 
2026, are FD 20.1, SD 3.2, CV 16.1 and CF 99.6. Poll tested PP.

Retained as a Poll Boonoke Stud Sire, his first drop of lambs were 
recently tagged, Angus Munro reporting that they were impressive 
lambs for length of body and good bone. Blade shorn in March and 
returned to the Ramshed, PB240125 is available for inspection and 
has semen in storage.

Judged the Australian Supreme Merino Ram in 2022, we entered Poll 
Boonoke 200780 ‘Bill’ (photographed bottom left with Justin Campbell, 
Forbes Murdoch & Tom Lilburne) into the MerinoLink Bathurst 2024 Drop 
Sire Evaluation for further industry assessment, where he is one of 15 
sires used in the trial for the 2024 drop progeny measured.

There are currently 9 active Merino Sire Evaluation (MSE) sites operating 
nationally according to the requirements set by the Australian Merino Sire 
Evaluation Association (AMSEA). Sites are independently managed by a 
local committee who decide the breeding objectives and select the sires. 

We reported last year that the progeny of PB200780 had ranked in the 
top 4 for Weaning and Post Weaning Weight Adjusted Sire Means. The 
updated September 2025 Within Site Results Report indicates consistent 
performance, with his progeny’s Yearling Weight Adjusted Sire Mean  
also top 4.

The September 2025 Report includes Yearling Wool measurements that 
identify PB200780 as the trait leader for both GFW and CFW Adjusted Sire 
Means in the trial and has him well out in front for the evaluation’s GFW 
and CFW Flock Breeding Values, which are calculated from within site and 
within drop data. The Adjusted Sire Mean for his progeny’s fibre diameter 
was 16.5 micron.

In the AMSEA Indexes for the 15 Sires utilised in the Evaluation (which 
are the same as the MERINOSELECT Indexes except that they account 
for the fact that sire evaluation trials do not measure all trait information) 
PB200780 has the highest Wool Production and Sustainable Merino Index 
values and the second highest Merino Lamb Index. 

With a distinctive quality wool, that is repeated in his progeny,  
PB200780 has been a stand out sire for the Poll Boonoke Stud and  
semen is available. 

DISPLAYS IN 2026
If you would like to visit us on 

property to inspect our rams and 
see our breeding flocks in our 
paddocks please contact one 
of the Stud Team to make the 

arrangements, we would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss our 

genetics with you. We’ll also be 
displaying sheep on:

Fri 17 - Sun 19 July
Australian Sheep & Wool Show
Bendigo

Saturday 1 August
Nyngan Ag Expo
Nyngan Showground

Tue 11 - Wed 12 August
National Merino Sheep Show
Dubbo Showground

Wednesday 26 August
Riverina Sheep & Wool Expo
Conargo Sports Ground

Thursday 27 August 
AFA Pre Auction Ram Inspection
Boonoke Woolshed Yards

Tuesday 1 September
South West Slopes Stud  
Merino Breeders Field Day
Harden Showground

Wed 9 - Fri 11 September
Adelaide Royal Show
Adelaide Showground

Wednesday 16 September
ON PROPERTY RAM AUCTION 
‘BOONOKE’

From Thursday 17 September
Flock Ram Selections  
by Appointment

AFA STUD  
CONTACT DETAILS

Wanganella & Poll Boonoke  
Merino Studs

Justin Campbell
Stud Manager
0427 262 956

jcampbell@austfood.com.au

Angus Munro
Breeding Manager

0437 929 195
amunro@austfood.com.au

Forbes Murdoch
Stud Master

0429 358 590
forbesm2014@gmail.com

Chris Bowman
Stud Consultant & AFA Commercial Classer

0429 935 101
chris.bowman@westnet.com.au

Scott Counsell
Queensland Stud Representative

0427 512 384
lyndon1894@bigpond.com

Rick Power
Stud Representative

0437 131 925
poweragencies1@gmail.com

Boonoke Office
“Boonoke” Conargo Road
Deniliquin  NSW  2710

Telephone: 03 5884 6604
Email: admin@austfood.com.au

Stud Principal
Australian Food & Agriculture Company

austfood.com.au
Instagram: wanganella.pollboonoke
YouTube: Wanganella Poll Boonoke

Many are aware that the need to finalise the Estate of our business partner, Colin Bell, has compelled 
Lewis Bell, Andrew Bell and I to make the difficult decision to conclude our involvement with the 
Australian Food & Agriculture Company.

Our pastoral property journey began with the purchase of ‘Burrabogie’ at Hay in 1993 and, over the 
following 33 years, grew to encompass more than half a million acres with the addition of neighbouring 
properties at Hay, the acquisition of the F S Falkiner & Sons holding at Deniliquin and the purchase 
of country at Coonamble, which included Wingadee. The AFA business is without doubt our greatest 
investment, we have loved it and it saddens us to be stepping away. 

Throughout the sale process, our highest priority has been to identify suitable parties to embrace the 
stewardship of the AFA properties, the Merino Studs and the people who have been at the core of our 
business. We believe that we have achieved that outcome.

In December 2025 we settled on the sale of our Coonamble district properties to Malcom & Emily 
Harris of Cleveland Agriculture. Our Wingadee/Netherway operation was a perfect fit for their extensive 
agricultural undertakings, and both parties are delighted with the outcome. 

Settlement of our Riverina operations is expected mid-August 2026. Just as the Harris Family were 
an ideal buyer for our Coonamble properties, so too Ian & Camilla Shippen, and their Family, will be 
outstanding custodians of our Riverina properties and business when they acquire our shareholding 
in the Australian Food & Agriculture Company, encompassing the Hay and Deniliquin operations, and 
including the Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Merino Studs. The Shippen Family brings strong pastoral 
experience in the district, enormous energy and genuine passion for Merino breeding and wool 
production, and their AFA investment is very compatible with their existing pastoral pursuits. 

It is anticipated that Ian & Camilla will assume responsibility for the AFA business shortly before the 
upcoming ram selling season. Importantly, they have secured the ongoing support and involvement 
of the existing AFA Stud Team, ensuring that it will be business as usual for the Wanganella & Poll 
Boonoke Studs at this important time of the year. The Shippen Family will be hands-on owners, so 
there will be plenty of opportunities to meet them and I am sure you will appreciate their enthusiasm 
and commitment to their Merino business.

On behalf of Lewis & Andrew, I would like to thank everybody who has supported the Wanganella & 
Poll Boonoke Studs, and our broader AFA business. We are immensely proud to have returned these 
iconic Studs to industry prominence, guided by an extraordinarily dedicated and accomplished Merino 
Management Team. We wish the Shippen Family, the Merino Industry, and all those involved every 
success for the future.

ALASTAIR PROVAN
AFA CHAIRMAN

Extracted from MerinoLink Merino Sire 
Evaluation Site Report, 2024 Drop 
Yearling Assessement, Within-Site 
Results, September 2025

The graph describes performance 
for clean fleece weight (CFW) on the 
side axis and body weight (WT) on 
the bottom axis. Sires that are above 
average for fleece weight and above 
average for body weight are located in 
the top right hand quarter.

ITS TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE
Our Pre Auction Ram Inspection is a no fuss opportunity to scrutinise our auction lineup 
while they are in the classing race with plenty of space and time for inspection and the 
Stud Team on hand to talk things over. 

You are welcome to just come and have a look at the rams, or you can mark the catalogue 
up so you have your shortlist ready. If you are too busy to get to the auction you can bid 
online via StockLive with confidence. 

Rams will be in the Boonoke Woolshed Yards from 9.30 am on Thursday 27 August and 
we’ll have smoko and lunch there too. All welcome.

PRE AUCTION RAM INSPECTION THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 
BOONOKE WOOLSHED YARDS It is with deep sorrow that AFA wishes to 

acknowledge the passing of Craig Heath 
(Willandra Merino Stud), Ken McCrabb (Avenel 
Merino Stud) and Stuart Beveridge OAM (Wyuna 
Merino Stud). Three outstanding Men who 
have been lost to the Stud Merino Family in 
the last 12 months and whom we admired and 
appreciated as competitors, clients, neighbours 
and friends. Our most sincere sympathies are 
with their families and friends.

Sadly we farewelled the notable Poll Boonoke Stud Sire PB160612 last October, the 2016 
drop ram remaining robust and fertile right up until an injury took him out. Although outshone 
by his pen mate PB160536 in the show ring in 2017, 612 was to go on and become the 
Stud’s most influential sire to date. His prepotency; particularly in his distinctive muscling, 
excellent conformation and soft, white lustrous wool; also made him a prominent industry 
sire with 4,500 doses of semen sold both domestically and internationally, with many repeat 
buyers. In the Australian Merino Sire Evaluation Association’s September 2025 report on the 
“Top 20 High Use Sires – ASBVs for sires entered in Merino Superior Sires between 2020 
and 2024”, PB160612 rates in 4th place; with PB190678, PB200780 and PB160536 also 
making it into the top 20 listing. RIP PB160612.

It is likely that if you have purchased 2023 drop or older rams or ewes 
from the AFA Studs they will have an electronic tag that is not compliant 
with current NLIS eID requirements. We have utilised electronic tags for 
data management purposes for many years, but NLIS compliant tags  
were not available prior to the tagging of our 2024 drop lambs. With a 
deadline of 1 January 2027 in place for all sheep, no matter their age,  
to be identified with an NLIS eID device when being moved off a property,  
it will be important that you remove any non-compliant electronic tags 
before applying a post breeder NLIS eID tag. Our non compliant tags will 
NOT have the NLIS logo on them and can be removed, compliant tags will 
have the NLIS logo on them and cannot be removed.

Forbes Murdoch describes him as ‘a natural’; 
and Angus Knox certainly made the most of the 
opportunity to absorb all that he could from the Stud 
Management Team during his two years jackarooing 
with the AFA Studs. Coming to us in 2024 straight 
out of school, Angus demonstrated a keen interest in 
developing his understanding and appreciation of the 
qualities, characteristics, faults and merits of a Merino, 
and is an up and coming blade shearer. Testing his 
training, Angus put together his own impressive 
ribbon collection participating in Junior Judging 
competitions, including wins in the Agforce Merino 
Sheep Young Judges Final at the Blackall Show in 
2024 and the Senior Section Junior Judging, Senior 
Oral Presentation and Sheep Handler at the Rabobank 
National Merino Sheep Show in 2025. It was a pretty 
proud moment earlier this year when Angus was 
announced as the winner of the RAS/AgShows NSW 
Merino Sheep Young Judges NSW State Final at the 
2026 Sydney Royal Easter Show. Angus also had the 
honour of being invited to be an Associate Judge at 
the 2026 Hay Sheep Show. This year Angus moved 
to an Overseer role at AFA’s Hay district Livestock 
operation, where he will benefit from the experience of 
managing big numbers of commercial Merino sheep.

IN MEMORY

VALE POLL BOONOKE 160612

ELECTRONIC SHEEP TAGS

JUNIOR JUDGING CHAMPION – ANGUS KNOX

PB160612 – Photographed in 2020 as a 4 year old PB160612 – ‘A Favourite’, March 2025

Angus Knox – with the magnificent perpetual 
trophy for the Merino Sheep Young Judges 
Competition NSW State Final Champion at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show 2026

Justin Campbell had the great of honour of being invited to Judge at the prestigious 2026 Comodoro Rivadavia 
Sheep Exhibition in Argentina in early March. This is considered to be the most important Australian Merino 
genetics exhibition in the Americas and brings together prominent breeders, producers and professionals from 
across the region. A particularly intensive judging undertaking, Justin was impressed with the quality of the 
sheep that were lined up for him and as he wasn’t run out of town, must have got it about right.

This logo appears 
on all accredited 
NLIS eID tags.
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POLL BOONOKE 200780
SIRE EVALUATION

NATIONAL SUPREME CHAMPION MARCH SHORN MERINO AT ADELAIDE

Poll Boonoke 240125 x PB200780
Photographed at Royal Adelaide Show 2025 with Angus Knox, Tom Lilburne and 

Show Judges Charlie Brumpton, Fraser House & Juan-Manuel Gonzalez.

Poll Boonoke 240125, an outstanding son of PB200780, was awarded 
the National Supreme Champion March Shorn Merino or Poll Merino 
Exhibit at the September 2025 Royal Adelaide Show, having earlier in 
the show been judged the Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Poll 
Ram and Grand Champion March Shorn Poll Merino Ram.

Weighing 134.5 kg and measuring EMD 46.1 and Fat 10.5 at 
Adelaide, PB240125 had a May 2025 fleece test of FD 19.3, SD 2.8, 
CV 14.7 and CF 99.6. His current fleece test results, sampled 25 May 
2026, are FD 20.1, SD 3.2, CV 16.1 and CF 99.6. Poll tested PP.

Retained as a Poll Boonoke Stud Sire, his first drop of lambs were 
recently tagged, Angus Munro reporting that they were impressive 
lambs for length of body and good bone. Blade shorn in March and 
returned to the Ramshed, PB240125 is available for inspection and 
has semen in storage.

Judged the Australian Supreme Merino Ram in 2022, we entered Poll 
Boonoke 200780 ‘Bill’ (photographed bottom left with Justin Campbell, 
Forbes Murdoch & Tom Lilburne) into the MerinoLink Bathurst 2024 Drop 
Sire Evaluation for further industry assessment, where he is one of 15 
sires used in the trial for the 2024 drop progeny measured.

There are currently 9 active Merino Sire Evaluation (MSE) sites operating 
nationally according to the requirements set by the Australian Merino Sire 
Evaluation Association (AMSEA). Sites are independently managed by a 
local committee who decide the breeding objectives and select the sires. 

We reported last year that the progeny of PB200780 had ranked in the 
top 4 for Weaning and Post Weaning Weight Adjusted Sire Means. The 
updated September 2025 Within Site Results Report indicates consistent 
performance, with his progeny’s Yearling Weight Adjusted Sire Mean  
also top 4.

The September 2025 Report includes Yearling Wool measurements that 
identify PB200780 as the trait leader for both GFW and CFW Adjusted Sire 
Means in the trial and has him well out in front for the evaluation’s GFW 
and CFW Flock Breeding Values, which are calculated from within site and 
within drop data. The Adjusted Sire Mean for his progeny’s fibre diameter 
was 16.5 micron.

In the AMSEA Indexes for the 15 Sires utilised in the Evaluation (which 
are the same as the MERINOSELECT Indexes except that they account 
for the fact that sire evaluation trials do not measure all trait information) 
PB200780 has the highest Wool Production and Sustainable Merino Index 
values and the second highest Merino Lamb Index. 

With a distinctive quality wool, that is repeated in his progeny,  
PB200780 has been a stand out sire for the Poll Boonoke Stud and  
semen is available. 

DISPLAYS IN 2026
If you would like to visit us on 

property to inspect our rams and 
see our breeding flocks in our 
paddocks please contact one 
of the Stud Team to make the 

arrangements, we would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss our 

genetics with you. We’ll also be 
displaying sheep on:

Fri 17 - Sun 19 July
Australian Sheep & Wool Show
Bendigo

Saturday 1 August
Nyngan Ag Expo
Nyngan Showground

Tue 11 - Wed 12 August
National Merino Sheep Show
Dubbo Showground

Wednesday 26 August
Riverina Sheep & Wool Expo
Conargo Sports Ground

Thursday 27 August 
AFA Pre Auction Ram Inspection
Boonoke Woolshed Yards

Tuesday 1 September
South West Slopes Stud  
Merino Breeders Field Day
Harden Showground

Wed 9 - Fri 11 September
Adelaide Royal Show
Adelaide Showground

Wednesday 16 September
ON PROPERTY RAM AUCTION 
‘BOONOKE’

From Thursday 17 September
Flock Ram Selections  
by Appointment

AFA STUD  
CONTACT DETAILS

Wanganella & Poll Boonoke  
Merino Studs

Justin Campbell
Stud Manager
0427 262 956

jcampbell@austfood.com.au

Angus Munro
Breeding Manager

0437 929 195
amunro@austfood.com.au

Forbes Murdoch
Stud Master

0429 358 590
forbesm2014@gmail.com

Chris Bowman
Stud Consultant & AFA Commercial Classer

0429 935 101
chris.bowman@westnet.com.au

Scott Counsell
Queensland Stud Representative

0427 512 384
lyndon1894@bigpond.com

Rick Power
Stud Representative

0437 131 925
poweragencies1@gmail.com

Boonoke Office
“Boonoke” Conargo Road
Deniliquin  NSW  2710

Telephone: 03 5884 6604
Email: admin@austfood.com.au

Stud Principal
Australian Food & Agriculture Company

austfood.com.au
Instagram: wanganella.pollboonoke
YouTube: Wanganella Poll Boonoke

Many are aware that the need to finalise the Estate of our business partner, Colin Bell, has compelled 
Lewis Bell, Andrew Bell and I to make the difficult decision to conclude our involvement with the 
Australian Food & Agriculture Company.

Our pastoral property journey began with the purchase of ‘Burrabogie’ at Hay in 1993 and, over the 
following 33 years, grew to encompass more than half a million acres with the addition of neighbouring 
properties at Hay, the acquisition of the F S Falkiner & Sons holding at Deniliquin and the purchase 
of country at Coonamble, which included Wingadee. The AFA business is without doubt our greatest 
investment, we have loved it and it saddens us to be stepping away. 

Throughout the sale process, our highest priority has been to identify suitable parties to embrace the 
stewardship of the AFA properties, the Merino Studs and the people who have been at the core of our 
business. We believe that we have achieved that outcome.

In December 2025 we settled on the sale of our Coonamble district properties to Malcom & Emily 
Harris of Cleveland Agriculture. Our Wingadee/Netherway operation was a perfect fit for their extensive 
agricultural undertakings, and both parties are delighted with the outcome. 

Settlement of our Riverina operations is expected mid-August 2026. Just as the Harris Family were 
an ideal buyer for our Coonamble properties, so too Ian & Camilla Shippen, and their Family, will be 
outstanding custodians of our Riverina properties and business when they acquire our shareholding 
in the Australian Food & Agriculture Company, encompassing the Hay and Deniliquin operations, and 
including the Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Merino Studs. The Shippen Family brings strong pastoral 
experience in the district, enormous energy and genuine passion for Merino breeding and wool 
production, and their AFA investment is very compatible with their existing pastoral pursuits. 

It is anticipated that Ian & Camilla will assume responsibility for the AFA business shortly before the 
upcoming ram selling season. Importantly, they have secured the ongoing support and involvement 
of the existing AFA Stud Team, ensuring that it will be business as usual for the Wanganella & Poll 
Boonoke Studs at this important time of the year. The Shippen Family will be hands-on owners, so 
there will be plenty of opportunities to meet them and I am sure you will appreciate their enthusiasm 
and commitment to their Merino business.

On behalf of Lewis & Andrew, I would like to thank everybody who has supported the Wanganella & 
Poll Boonoke Studs, and our broader AFA business. We are immensely proud to have returned these 
iconic Studs to industry prominence, guided by an extraordinarily dedicated and accomplished Merino 
Management Team. We wish the Shippen Family, the Merino Industry, and all those involved every 
success for the future.

ALASTAIR PROVAN
AFA CHAIRMAN

Extracted from MerinoLink Merino Sire 
Evaluation Site Report, 2024 Drop 
Yearling Assessement, Within-Site 
Results, September 2025

The graph describes performance 
for clean fleece weight (CFW) on the 
side axis and body weight (WT) on 
the bottom axis. Sires that are above 
average for fleece weight and above 
average for body weight are located in 
the top right hand quarter.

ITS TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE
Our Pre Auction Ram Inspection is a no fuss opportunity to scrutinise our auction lineup 
while they are in the classing race with plenty of space and time for inspection and the 
Stud Team on hand to talk things over. 

You are welcome to just come and have a look at the rams, or you can mark the catalogue 
up so you have your shortlist ready. If you are too busy to get to the auction you can bid 
online via StockLive with confidence. 

Rams will be in the Boonoke Woolshed Yards from 9.30 am on Thursday 27 August and 
we’ll have smoko and lunch there too. All welcome.

PRE AUCTION RAM INSPECTION THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 
BOONOKE WOOLSHED YARDS It is with deep sorrow that AFA wishes to 

acknowledge the passing of Craig Heath 
(Willandra Merino Stud), Ken McCrabb (Avenel 
Merino Stud) and Stuart Beveridge OAM (Wyuna 
Merino Stud). Three outstanding Men who 
have been lost to the Stud Merino Family in 
the last 12 months and whom we admired and 
appreciated as competitors, clients, neighbours 
and friends. Our most sincere sympathies are 
with their families and friends.

Sadly we farewelled the notable Poll Boonoke Stud Sire PB160612 last October, the 2016 
drop ram remaining robust and fertile right up until an injury took him out. Although outshone 
by his pen mate PB160536 in the show ring in 2017, 612 was to go on and become the 
Stud’s most influential sire to date. His prepotency; particularly in his distinctive muscling, 
excellent conformation and soft, white lustrous wool; also made him a prominent industry 
sire with 4,500 doses of semen sold both domestically and internationally, with many repeat 
buyers. In the Australian Merino Sire Evaluation Association’s September 2025 report on the 
“Top 20 High Use Sires – ASBVs for sires entered in Merino Superior Sires between 2020 
and 2024”, PB160612 rates in 4th place; with PB190678, PB200780 and PB160536 also 
making it into the top 20 listing. RIP PB160612.

It is likely that if you have purchased 2023 drop or older rams or ewes 
from the AFA Studs they will have an electronic tag that is not compliant 
with current NLIS eID requirements. We have utilised electronic tags for 
data management purposes for many years, but NLIS compliant tags  
were not available prior to the tagging of our 2024 drop lambs. With a 
deadline of 1 January 2027 in place for all sheep, no matter their age,  
to be identified with an NLIS eID device when being moved off a property,  
it will be important that you remove any non-compliant electronic tags 
before applying a post breeder NLIS eID tag. Our non compliant tags will 
NOT have the NLIS logo on them and can be removed, compliant tags will 
have the NLIS logo on them and cannot be removed.

Forbes Murdoch describes him as ‘a natural’; 
and Angus Knox certainly made the most of the 
opportunity to absorb all that he could from the Stud 
Management Team during his two years jackarooing 
with the AFA Studs. Coming to us in 2024 straight 
out of school, Angus demonstrated a keen interest in 
developing his understanding and appreciation of the 
qualities, characteristics, faults and merits of a Merino, 
and is an up and coming blade shearer. Testing his 
training, Angus put together his own impressive 
ribbon collection participating in Junior Judging 
competitions, including wins in the Agforce Merino 
Sheep Young Judges Final at the Blackall Show in 
2024 and the Senior Section Junior Judging, Senior 
Oral Presentation and Sheep Handler at the Rabobank 
National Merino Sheep Show in 2025. It was a pretty 
proud moment earlier this year when Angus was 
announced as the winner of the RAS/AgShows NSW 
Merino Sheep Young Judges NSW State Final at the 
2026 Sydney Royal Easter Show. Angus also had the 
honour of being invited to be an Associate Judge at 
the 2026 Hay Sheep Show. This year Angus moved 
to an Overseer role at AFA’s Hay district Livestock 
operation, where he will benefit from the experience of 
managing big numbers of commercial Merino sheep.

IN MEMORY

VALE POLL BOONOKE 160612

ELECTRONIC SHEEP TAGS

JUNIOR JUDGING CHAMPION – ANGUS KNOX

PB160612 – Photographed in 2020 as a 4 year old PB160612 – ‘A Favourite’, March 2025

Angus Knox – with the magnificent perpetual 
trophy for the Merino Sheep Young Judges 
Competition NSW State Final Champion at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show 2026

Justin Campbell had the great of honour of being invited to Judge at the prestigious 2026 Comodoro Rivadavia 
Sheep Exhibition in Argentina in early March. This is considered to be the most important Australian Merino 
genetics exhibition in the Americas and brings together prominent breeders, producers and professionals from 
across the region. A particularly intensive judging undertaking, Justin was impressed with the quality of the 
sheep that were lined up for him and as he wasn’t run out of town, must have got it about right.

This logo appears 
on all accredited 
NLIS eID tags.


