ARGENTINEAN VISIT

Justin Campbell travelled to Argentina and Uruguay in April 2018 as part
of an Elders tour group that attended the World Merino Conference that
was held in Montevideo, Uruguay from 12 — 13 April. Aside from the Sheep & Wool Show
Conference, the tour program took the group onto a number of livestock Bendigo 20, 21 & 22
operations in Argentina and Uruguay, including some significant Merino July 2018
breeding businesses, and encompassed visits to saleyards, shows, mills
and research stations.
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One of the farm visits was to Estancia Tecka, a large Merino breeding
operation at Esquel, Patagonia and a long time friend of the Wanganella
and Poll Boonoke Studs, having purchased their first ram in 2006.
Justin was able to inspect Tecka’s most recent AFA purchase,
Wanganella 150931, in his new home. Tecka Stud Manager, Carlos
Moralejo, purchased W150931
at the Australian Sheep & Wool
Shows at Bendigo in 2016.
W1509031 has settled in well to
his new environment and remains
a stand out for wool quality in the
sire group.

Hamilton Sheepvention
One Pen of Five Sale Rams
6 & 7 August 2018

NEW AFA STUD MANAGER

After six years with AFA as Stud Manager Angus
Munro has moved to Merrygoen (north east of
Dubbo, near Mendooran) to be with fiancée Rowena
Sweeney, but he remains an integral part of the AFA
Stud Team in a new Breeding Manager role. This
will see Angus returning to Boonoke/Wanganella on
a regular basis to assist with the stud program and
continue his association with the Wanganella and
Poll Boonoke stud sheep and clients.

selection of $950 + GST flock grade rams at

the Boonoke Woolshed. See one of the AFA Stud
Team at the conclusion of the auction if you need
to make a selection.

AUCTION RAMS AFA SHOWS FIVE CONSECUTIVE

RIVERINA RAMS OF THE YEAR

Initiated in 1982, the Elders Riverina Ram of the Year title has long
been a prestigious title for the region’s Merino Breeders, so the AFA
Stud Team were very proud to secure the ribbon for a 5th consecutive
year in 2017 and take the overall tally to seven wins for the studs.

WANGANELLA & POLL BOONOKE ON PROPERTY RAM AUCTION

Date & Time 80 WANGANELLA and 140 POLL AT BOONOKE WEDNESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2018

BOONOKE RAMS will be auctioned at ‘Boonoke’
on WEDNESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2018.

The auction will commence at 12.30 pm.

Rams will be penned for inspection from 9.30 am.

Wanganella & Poll Boonoke Private Grade Ram Selections

Shedded Rams After 6 months in the Ramshed, by appointment from 20 September 2018

some care is required to transition shedded rams
out of this unique environment to ensure the
health of your ram. Our Stud Team are happy to
assist with advice on this process if you require it.

Please note that we have not scheduled a Ram Preview open day
at Boonoke this year, but have opted to expand our display at the
Elders Riverina Sheep Expo and to conduct auction ram inspections
by prior arrangement. As always, we encourage interested breeders
to contact one of our Stud Team to arrange an on property
inspection of our sale rams, semen sires and stud breeding stock.

Catalogue An easy to print auction ram
catalogue will be available on-line at
www.austfood.com.au in early September.
ASBVs for auction rams will be sourced from

= 2017 WINNER

Poll Boonoke 160540

Sire: Poll Boonoke 130020
FD20.4 SD3.1 CV15.5 CF99.7

Justin Campbell with Wanganella
150931 and Carlos Moralejo, Tecka
Stud Manager, at Tecka, Patagonia,

Sire: Poll Boonoke 140948

FD18.8 SD2.7 CV14.4 CF99.8 SF17.4

the MerinoSelect data analysis scheduled for
7 September 2018 and will be incorporated into
the on-line catalogue as soon as the analysis
results are released. If you would like a copy of
the catalogue information posted/faxed/emailed
to you please let Robyn at the Boonoke Office

FLOCK GRADE RAMS

Private selections of Flock Grade Rams will be
available from Thursday 20 September 2018.
Grades on offer will be $950 + GST and $700 +
GST. Contact Angus Munro or the Boonoke Office

Argentina

SIRE EVALUATION & MERINO

LIFETIME PRODUCTIVITY PROJECT

2016 DROP PROGENY - TEMORA

Information Sample from MerinoLink Limited

Sire Evaluation & Merino Lifetime Product Project Site, Within Flock
Analysis Site Report, 2016 Drop MLP Yearling, Hogget & Adult
Assessment, May 2018

‘Pure balance. He is going to be a very big ram
when he finishes growing, is absolutely perfect
on his feet and has a beautiful neck extension
with great white wool and a great belly.’
Hamish McLaren, Judge 2017

know on 1800 675 729. with your requirements and we will confirm a

(Poll Boonoke 120020 identified as 8 in sample)
selection appointment with you.

Poll Boonoke 120020, a proven and consistent performer in the Poll Shannon Mitchell

Boonoke sire group, was included for evaluation in the MerinoLink 2016
Drop Sire Evaluation and Merino Lifetime Productivity Project at Temora.

Agents & Sale Rebate Agents in conjunction
for the auction will be Landmark and Elders, with
Landmark to settle the auction this year. Rams
are auctioned at prices exclusive of GST, with
GST added to the invoice. Please note that a 2%
rebate is available to outside agents introducing

Taking up the management of the studs’ day to day

e’ ¥V : i operations is Shannon Mitchell. Joining AFA in early

M ! i April, Shannon was on hand to put the shearing and
- ' : fleece weighing through for this year’s sale rams

and to spend some time with Angus for a handover
to familiarise himself with the country and sheep.

Figure 2a. Fleece Weight by Fibre Diameter (FBV)

20 High CFW Mean YOFW: 2.0kg.
Low FD Mean YFD: 16.0um

Getting your rams home While we highly
recommend that you take your rams home after
the auction or a private selection, we continue
to offer half the freight cost if you require us to
arrange the delivery of your rams. Please note
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Poll Boonoke 170642 (PP)
Sire: Poll Boonoke 150126
FD 19.3 SD 2.6 CV13.5 CF100.0 SF17.8
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The results of the yearling, hogget and adult assessment of each sire’s
progeny performance in this project were released in May 2018. The
information produced is based on a within flock analysis of the sire

2016 WINNER 2015 WINNER

Yearling Clean Fleece Weight Flock Breeding Value (%)
o

potential buyers by 18 September 2018 and that these rams will be delivered off shears. progeny being evaluated. Additional evaluations will be made over the 3 & Shannon returns to the Riverina after almost seven
settling within 7 days. Introductions can be adultlife of the ewes. s ‘f .t g?rlL.ngn%lf)%:]gEg ﬁ?SOOZS gﬂé_%?gﬁig:&gégneral years at Haddon Rig as Stud Overseer, he has a
ﬁdvged tﬁ the;I)E?§|Iqu|ntbr?hncgoﬁlcis (gﬁ. HAMILTON SHEEPVENTION Sire evaluations, such as this project at Temora, are producing valuable % B FD 18.9 SD 2.8 CV14.8 CF 99.9 FD 185 SD3.3 CV17.8 CF98.6 Eggggncdorytr;if;loﬂggkawﬁ?sagevcggénigdaﬁ%n
andmark and Elders or to the Boonoke Office. information for the Merino industry. AFA also has sires included in the 15 '- ] "..the Poll Boonoke ram is extremely square, - *...good make and shape and outstanding 1o the AFA Stud Team. Shannon will work closely
RAM SALE 2017 Drop South Australian Merino Sire Evaluation (PB150026) and the stands up correctly and is pure in his eye and  for his type.” '

with Angus Munro during the spring selling season

head, which follows right through to his body - Warwick Kopp, Judge 2015 as he becomes acquainted with AFA stud clients

2017 drop Trangie Merino Lifetime Productivity Project (W130816). T R® WM 8 ¥ R e & ¥ B e

Yearling Fibre Diameter Flock Breeding Value (um)

AuctionsPlus We will be interfacing the sale

with AuctionsPlus again this year so if you can’t
attend you can still bid at the sale via your phone
or tablet. Buyers must ensure that they are
registered with AuctionsPlus prior to the sale
and you can register at auctionsplus.com.au
Enquiries should be directed to AuctionsPlus on

If you require Poll Boonoke rams, there is an early
chance to buy at the Hamilton Sheepvention Ram
Sale on Tuesday 7 August. AFA will be offering a
pen of 5 sale rams. Please contact Angus Munro
on 0437 929 195 to discuss the Hamilton
Sale Team.

Poll Boonoke 170625 (PP)
Sire: Poll Boonoke 150126

The following graph has been extracted from the MerinoLink site report
and more information is available at www.merinolink.com.au and

merinosuperiorsires.com.au

Figure 2a Fleece weight by fibre diameter FBVs (Yearling) - describes performance for clean fleece weight
on the side axis and fibre diameter on the bottom axis, Sires that are above average for yearling clean fleece
weight and below average yearling fibre diameter are located in the top left-hand quadrant.
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and he can be contacted on 0488 601 603 or
smitchell@austfood.com.au

Angus Munro will still be representing the AFA
Studs at the various industry events leading up to
the ram selling season and he can be contacted
on 0437 929 195 or amunro@austfood.com.au

FD 19.6 SD 2.7 CV13.8 CF99.8 SF18.1

02 9262 4222 or info@auctionsplus.com.au e Justin Campbell Shannon Mitchell Angus Munro In addition to his AFA commitments, Angus will be

AFA STUD Livestock General Manager AFA Stud Manager AFA Breeding Manager undertaking some sheep classing work and helping
] ] 0427 262 956 0488 601 603 0437 929 195 = Ro in her family’s livestock and farming operation.

Auction RaT :]nspectlon Pre Salebday ; CONTACT jcampbell@austfood.com.au smitchell@austfood.com.au amunro@austfood.com.au 2014 WINNER A A

inspections of the auction rams can be organise

by contacting one of the AFA Stud Team gome DETAILS Forbes Murdoch Chris Bowman Boonoke Office Poll Boonoke 130028 2013 WINNER

of the auction rams will be disolaved at '.n dustr AFA Stud Master Stud Consultant & AFA Commercial Classer “Boonoke” Conargo Road Sire: Wallaloo Park 003 Wanganella 120001

uct wi ISplay Industry _— 0429 358 590 0429 935 101 Deniliquin NSW 2710 FD 18.8 SD 3.7 CV 19.7 CF 99.6 Sire: Wanganella 100019

events during August and September. forbesm2014@gmail.com chris.bowman@westnet.com.au Freecall: 1800 675 729 ‘...big and extremely well woolled. He stands ~ FD 20.4 SD 2.4 CV 11.8 CF 99.9
Wanganella Bill Mildren Scott Counsell : Faﬁ?i”‘f‘%“ %883 6701 very well and showed a bit more shine in his ~‘staple length of the Wanganella ram was

Top Up Rams For AUCTION BUYERS unable ; & Poll Boonoke Stud Representative Queensland Stud Representative matl- infotZastiood.com.au wool. He is a credit to the Poll breed and s exceptional and the ram stood up so well

o secure their total ram requirement during the B e b Y e S 0427 243 221 0427 512 384 Stud Principal the type of s_heep the wool industry needs. in the line up. :

auction a limited number of $1.500 + GST rams Poll Boonoke 171551 (PP) Poll Boonoke 170600 (PP) €rno otuas wilmildren@gmail.com lyndon1894@bigpond.com Australian Food & Agriculture Robert Harding, Judge 2014 Guy Evans, Judge 2013 Angus Munro and Shannon Mitchell

will be available for selection at the Ramshed Sire: WP 03 Syn Sire: Poll Boonoke 150126 instagram: wanganella.pollboonoke www.austfood.com.au Company Limited

after the auction to finalise orders, as will a FD 18.6 SD 2.3 CV12.4 CF99.8 SF17.0 FD19.7 SD 3.0 CV15.2 CF99.8 SF 18.3

WANGANELLA & POLL BOONOKE RAM AUCTION ~ WEDNESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2018



KERIN POLL BUYS $46000 RAM

Offered as Lot 1 at the 2017 Ram Auction, Poll Boonoke 160540,
the 2017 Elders Riverina Ram of the Year, topped the sale at
$46,000 with Nigel Kerin, principal of the Kerin Poll Merino Stud
at Yeoval, NSW, the successful bidder.

Initially attracted by PB160540’s growth and fleece weight
figures, Nigel Kerin described PB160540 as having  ....a great
outlook and presence with exceptional muscling for a Merino
ram.” With plans to use PB160540 in the Kerin Poll Stud via Al
and ET programs, Nigel identified PB160540 as a suitable sire for
his breeding operation because “...the style of wool on this sheep
combined with his carcase produces progeny that still maintain
fleece weights without compromising 250 day growth rates...’

erin, Colin Bell, Nigel Ke
PB160540, the Kerin Poll Stud’s new $46,000 sire.

WANGANELLA 160801

Sire: Wanganella 140271

FD21.2 SD3.1 CV14.6 CF99.4

NSW Best In State Riverina Wool Australia Hogget Ram
Hay Sheep Show 2017

Sire: Wanganella 140271

FD19.0 SD3.3 CV17.4 CF99.8

Stud Master’s Comment: A big, compact sire
with a broad back and a strong, sirey head and pure

2017 RAM SALE

“It is rewarding for our Stud Team that we have commercial clients entrusting our genetics year
after year with the profitability of their business and increasingly we are seeing stud breeders

seeking out an impact sire at our Stuas.”

Stud and Flock Buyers from Queensland, NSW, Victoria and South
Australia, including 12 breeding businesses new to AFA, produced a
2017 auction top of $46,000 and an overall sale average of $4051
for the 200 Wanganella and Poll Boonoke rams offered and sold.

The total sale break down was:

10 Wanganella shedded rams averaged $9,200;

75 Wanganella paddock rams averaged $2,993;

15 Poll Boonoke shedded rams averaged $11,867; and
100 Poll Boonoke paddock rams averaged $3,157.

The top priced Wanganella ram was purchased by return stud buyer
Borambil Merinos at Corowa, NSW, Stud Principal Rodger Mathews
paying $19,000 for W160887 by CH130240, a 17.7 micron ram
with a comfort factor of 100.0.

John & James Graham from Morundah, NSW paid $16,000 for their
new Wanganella sire, W160510 by W130750; James Graham
noting his ‘studdy’ wool showing great lock structure and well
defined crimp and testing at 19.5 micron with comfort factor 99.5.

A buyer from Jamestown, SA, Michael Keatley purchased Wanganella
161730 for $12,000, a grandson of outstanding Wanganella sire
100019 testing at 19.3 micron with comfort factor 99.7.

Following their top price purchase in 2016, Haddon Rig Stud
Principal George Falkiner and Manager Andy Maclean purchased
three more Poll Boonoke sires at the 2017 auction paying a top
of $25,000 for PB160810, a double copy ram by CH130333 that
tested at 18.0 micron with comfort factor 99.8.

POLL BOONOKE 160540

Sire: Poll Boonoke 130020
FD20.4 SD3.1 CV15.2 CF99.7
Reserve Champion March Shorn
Australian Merino All Purpose Ram

Justin Gampbell, AFA Livestock GM
Wanganella & Poll Boonoke 2017 Ram Auction

Operating for South Australian syndicate buyers Ryan & Sarah
Kluska from Kiandra Poll Merinos and David, Karen & Devon
Ridgway from Ridgway Advance Stud, Michael Elmes went to
$24,000 to secure Poll Boonoke 161923 for his clients. A double
copy poll ram testing at 20.0 micron with comfort factor 99.7,
PB161923’s gutsy, shafty wool attracted the buyers when they
inspected him at Bendigo earlier in the year.

Having previously purchased in 2014, Russell Jones from the
Darriwell Poll Stud at Trundle, NSW paid $18,000 for Poll Boonoke
161970, attracted by his carcase and cover.

Moorundie Poll Stud Principals, Geoff and Bernadette Davidson,
travelled from South Australia to purchase Lot 3 for $16,000.

Poll Boonoke 161828 was another double copy poll ram testing at
17.3 micron with comfort factor 99.8.

Established clients dominated the list of volume buyers at the sale.
The Finlay Family at Morven, NSW buying 14 rams from the
Wanganella and Poll Boonoke offering while Griffith Pastoral at
Nyngan took their 14 rams from the Poll Boonoke pens. Similarly
Don McKenzie from Coonamble concentrated on the Poll Boonoke
rams for his 12 sires, Tony & Norma Bell also securing 12 rams at the
auction, both horned and polled. Long time buyers Graham & Daniel
Tulloch, from Girral, NSW purchased 8 Wanganella sires and Fred
Donnelly, Condobolin, NSW also took home 8 rams from the auction,
a single Wanganella ram in amongst his 7 Poll Boonoke rams.

The Principals and Management of the Wanganella and Poll Boonoke
Merino Studs appreciated the support that all Buyers and Under-
bidders, and their Advisers, offered to our breeding business at our
2017 ram auction and look forward to presenting the 2017 drop rams
to you in 2018.

: i e i
Champion Strong Wool Poll Ram March POLL BOONOKE 160536
Shorn Sire: Poll Boonoke 130020
NSW Junior Ram March Shorn (3rd FD17.4 SD 2.8 CV16.1 CF99.6
consecutive year that Poll Boonoke has Champion Medium Wool March Shorn Ram
had the NSW Junior Ram at Dubbo) Hay Sheep Show 2018

s
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Colin Bell, Rodger
Mathews (principal of
Borambil Merinos) and
Angus Munro with the
2017 auction top priced
Wanganella ram.

Andy Maclean, Angus
Munro, Allex Doidge,
Forbes Murdoch and
George Falkiner with
two of the Haddon Rig
purchases at the AFA
2017 Auction.

Angus Munro and
Michael Elmes with the
$24,000 PB161923
purchased by Michael
Elmes on behalf of
Kiandra Poll and
Ridgway Advance

Poll Studs.

Sire: JCS120102

FD18.9 SD2.8 CV14.8 CF99.5

Stud Master’s Comment: Tall sire with a broad,
straight top line. He has a pure muzzle, coupled

Angus Munro, Colin

Bell and Russell Jones,
Darriwell Poll Stud
Principal, with Darriwell’s
newest Poll Boonoke
sire PB161970.

Colin Bell, John Graham,
James Graham and
Angus Munro with the
Graham’s $16000
purchase W160510.

Angus Munro, Geoff
Davidson, Forbes
Murdoch and
Bernadette Davidson
with Poll Boonoke
161828, a new
$16000 sire for the
Moorundie Poll Stud.

BREEDING BOOST

The AFA stud breeding program was given a power boost with the inclusion
of an ET program for the 2018 lamb drop. From 20 specially selected
Wanganella & Poll Boonoke stud ewes, 190 embryos were transferred

to recipient ewes in December 2017. Semen for the program came
predominantly from home bred sires (W130844, W160706, PB130020,
PB130028 and PB160536) with additional external semen utilised from
HR150095 (grandson of Wanganella 100019) and WR160546.

The ET program
was additional to
our customary use
of Al'to maintain
the pace of genetic
progress within the
studs. Last year
1,800 ewes were

PRODUCTIVE. BALANCED. MEASURED.

Angus Munro, AFA Breeding Manager

The 2017 drop rams to be offered this year are the 5th drop of AFA
rams for which data has been collected as a basis for performance
and pedigree analysis.

Initially the data was used to produce within-flock EBVs (Estimated
Breeding Values) to provide statistical data to support visual assess-
ments. Having assured ourselves of the integrity of our measurement
procedures and that our data collection systems were manageable
within our program we have since moved to be included in ASBVs
(Australian Sheep Breeding Values).

The overall quantity and type of data collected from the Stud flocks
influences the ASBVs generated and their accuracy, and the ASBVs
estimate the genetic potential of the sheep. We have now extended our
evaluations to include genomic testing of selected leading stud sires
and to collect measurements from our 2017 drop ewes to strengthen
the data utilised as the basis for the analysis.

As always the AFA Stud Team remains focussed on commercial returns
and those traits that influence them in our breeding program. ASBVs
are supporting our breeding judgements, but our Team makes balanced
decisions based on experience and understanding of the Merino industry
and Merino breeding. For instance, Forbes Murdoch has always put a
heavy weighting on wool cut and quality; which is being rewarded by
current market conditions and is reflected in the comparative figures
being achieved by the AFA sheep.

ASBVs from the MerinoSelect 7 September 2018 analysis will be made
available for the Wanganella and Poll Boonoke auction rams to assist
those buyers who utilise them in their selection process.

WANGANELLA

Sheep Genetics DP+ Index Averages by Year
Analysis dated 21 June 2018

W WANGANELLA 50-0083

ki

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

POLL BOONOKE

Sheep Genetics DP+ Index Averages by Year
Analysis dated 21 June 2018

W POLL BOONOKE 60-0001

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Reserve Champion March Shorn Strong Wool Merino Ram
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2017

WANGANELLA & POLL BOONOKE RAM AUCTION

muzzle. W160706 is covered in a well nourished,

(80 rams entered into class)
Australian Sheep & Wool Show 2017 Shorn Ram

2nd Bayer Landmark National March Stud Master’s Comment: A sire of good conformation and heavy

with a dry Poll head (PP). Stands squarely on all

Al'd to 14 different

bold crimping wool with lock and density. muscle, with a soft open face and a very dry, silky, soft poll head four feet. Wool is white, extremely soft with )
Champion Strong Wool Ram March Shorn Retained as a Wanganella Stud Sire. Elders Riverina Ram of the Year National Merino Sheep Show 2017 (PP). He is covered with extremely well nourished, white fine/ character and luste. sres or e 2018 WEDNESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER 2018
National Merino Sheep Show 2017 Semen available. Elders Riverina Sheep Expo 2017 Sold to Kerin Poll Stud for $46,000. medium wool on a rich, loose skin rarely seen on a Poll sire. Retained as a Poll Boonoke Stud Sire. amb drop.

Inspection from 9.30 am, Auction at 12.30 pm A ,tionsPlus

Retained as a Wanganella Stud Sire. www.austfood.com.au Mo o s

Semen available.

Retained as a Poll Boonoke Stud Sire. Semen available. Semen available.



